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Nazis 20 Miles From Liege; 
British Guns Threaten ELAS 


The Short And Long Of It Is: 





Roosevelt To Keep 
Country On Course 
To ‘Left Of Center’ 


Chief Executive Reveals 
Atlantic Charter Not 
Formal Document 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—Presi- 
dent Roosevelt intends to keep 
steering the United States on a 
course "a little left of center during 
the war and afterward,” the Asso- 
ciated Press reported today, follow- 
ing a press conference upon the 
President’s return from a post- 
campaign vacation.” 

The President also revealed the 
well-kept secret that the Atlantic 
Charter, a joint declaration by 
President Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill after their historic meet- 
ing on the Atlantic in August, 1941, 
never had been drawn up into a 
formal document, and that no na- 
tion had signed it because there 
was no copy in existence, Reuter’s 
reported. 

Frankly explaining his past poli- 
cies and indicating the extent of 
future actions, the President said 
that 11 and one-half years ago he 
was going a little left.of center and 
that he still intended to continue 
in that direction. 

Asked how his inclination to move 
a trifle to the left matched up with 
his choices for six top State De- 
partment jobs, the President re- 
plied that they did so "very well.” 

He added that he had lots of 
people in the Administration—some 
on the extreme right, some on the 
far left—and that while he couldn’t 
vouch for them all, most of them 
were all right, the AP reported. 

On the question of another Big 
Three conference, the President as- 
serted that the matter was highly 
speculative. He said that no specific 


(Continued on page 8) 


Jap Back Breaking 
In Leyte Fighting 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—Leyte 
Island victories took the spotlight 
today from the Mindoro Island 
campaign in the Philippines, as 
General Douglas MacArthur's troops 
captured two vital towns on Leyte, 
split the Yamashita Line in several 
places and virtually broke the back 
of Japanese resistance there. 

Striking the bewildered enemy a 
number of lightning blows from 
many directions, the Yanks had 
most of the Japanese left on Leyte 
cramped into a pocket radiating 
from Palompon, secondary port on 
the northwest coast, where their 
destruction seemed only a matter 
of time. 

Troops pressing north from Or- 
moc captured Valencia today, im- 
portant little town about ten miles 
up the main highway above Ormoc. 
Valencia used to be headquarters 
of the Japanese army. The enemy 
retreated so fast they left the air- 
port intact, and within a few hours 
Yank airmen were using it. 

Meanwhile the Ist Cavalry Di- 
vision, only six miles north of this 
section seized Lonoy and cut to the 
rear of the Japanese while the 32nd 
pressed from due north. The enemy 
abandoned 1,484 dead in this sector 
and attempted to escape toward the 
west coast, while guerrilla patrols 
mopped them up. 

On Mindoro Island there was still 
ho organized opposition to Ameri- 
can ground action. The Yanks, in 
their fifth day, were consolidating 
their positions, while ships brought 
in more men and supplies. Some 
enemy planes attacked, doing some 
damage. Thirteen of these were 
downed by Yank ack-ack and 
fighters. 

At Pearl Harbor, Admiral Chester 
Nimitz reported the destruction of 
14 more enemy ships in carrier- 
plane sweeps over Luzon, raising to 
41 the number of Japanese vessels 
Sunk in three-day attacks from Dec. 
13 10,15, the Associated Press fe- 

orted. 























Printed In Italy 


TWO LIRE 














People Of Athens Warned 
By General Scobie That 
Bombardment Looms 


LONDON, Dec. 20 (UP)—Lt. 
Gen. Ronald M. Scobie, British 
Commander in Greece, today 
warned the civilian population 
of Athens that, beginning at 9 
AM Thursday, an all-out bom- 
bardment would be launch 
against all ELAS gun positions 
in and around the Greek capital. 

United Press correspondent James 
E. Roper, in a late dispatch from 
Athens, said that RAF planes drop- 
ped thousands of leaflets’ containing 
General Scobie’s message through- 
out the area, warning the civilian 
population to evacuate immediately 
the vicinity of the gun sites. 

The British message read: 

"The rebels have established gun 
sites inside Athens, the Piraeus and 
the suburbs inhabited by civilians. 
All civilians are hereby warned that 
from 9 AM, Dec. 21, every rebel gun 
firing within the city or suburbs 
will immediately be hit by all means 
in my power—field and naval artil- 
lery, strafing, rockets and bombs. 

"The assault will continue until 
the guns are destroyed.” 

{A Reuter’s dispatch from 
Athens this afternoon stated that 
so far, Prime Minister Georges 
Papandreou: has had no reply 
from King George of Greece to 
his cable yesterday, recommend- 
ing the proclamation of a re- 
gency. The cable was signed by 
all members of the Greek cabinet. 
Proclamation of such a regency 
pending a plebiscite is understood 
to be one of the ELAS terms for 
an armistice.] 

Meanwhile, BBC reported this 
afternoon that British RAF Head- 
quarters, northeast of Athens, was 
taken by storm today as a vengeful 
force of ELAS guerrillas, composed 
of men, girls and boys, swept over 
the barricades, bringing the four- 
day-old siege to an end. 


New Super Fort Attack 
On Jap Capital Reported 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 — The 
German Transocean News Agency 
reported today that Tokyo was 
raided last night by American 
Super Fortresses based in the Mar- 
ianas, the United Press reported. 

The U. S. bombers were said to 
have dropped incendiary bombs, 
causing several fires, which, Trans- 
ocean added ’’were quickly put out.” 





This Is A Very Confusing Day 





Today is the shortest day of the year, and also the longest 
day. It marks the beginning of winter and, at the same time, 
the beginning of summer. In other words, Dec. 21 is a very 


confusing day. 


If you come from New York, Boston, Chicago, or anywhere 
else above the equator, your home town will be experiencing 
its shortest day of the year. If you come from anywhere below 
the equator this day, to you, is the longest of the year. If you 
come from the equator you don’t have to worry—the night and 
day there are equal all year around. 

In the northern hemisphere today is the beginning of 
winter; in the southern hemisphere, the beginning of summer. 

These differences arise from the tilt of the earth’s axis. 
The axis is a straight, invisible line which runs from the North 


Pole through the South Pole. 
degrees, 27 minutes away from 


In winter, this line leans 23 
the sun; in summer it is tilted 


toward the sun in the same number of degrees. 
In Boston, the sun rises today at 7:25 and sets at 4:31. 
Because Rome is almost on the same latitude, the sun follows 


the same schedule. 





Panzer Troops Slay 
Defenseless Yanks 





FIRST ARMY HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 20 (UP)—The Antfer- 
ican Ist Army forwarded today an official report on the massacre 
of more than 100 unarmed Americans who had been taken 


prisoner by the SS and Panzer 


men of a German tank column 


south of Malmedy Sunday afternoon. 
The interrogation of 15 men who escaped from a group of 
from 120 to 150 confirmed the fact that the Germans lined the 





Red Army Pushing 
Czechoslovak Drive 


LONDON, Dec. 20 (AP)—Advanc- 
ing through thick forests and over 
mountains, the Red Army drove 
the Germans out of 35 villages in 
Czechoslovakia and closed in today 
on Kosice. 

A Soviet communique reported 
that Red Army troops seized 11 
places east and southeast of Kosice 
and took 2,044 German and Hun- 
garian prisoners in 48 hours of 
fighting. Another 11 towns were 
captured south ,of Kosice. 

This new advance probably put 
the Russians within medium artil- 








lery range of Kosice, the biggest 
(Continued on page 8) 





78th Congress Adjourns; 
Vets’ Benefits Approved 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 — The 
78th Congress adjourned sine die 
last night, ending one of the most 
momentous sessions in Congres- 
sional annals. 

Legislation authorizing 500 mil- 
lion dollars for the rivers and har- 
bors construction program was 
caught in the rush for adjourn- 
ment and was allowed to die when 
a bloc of western Senators suc- 
ceeded in stalling off action on the 
House-approved conference report. 

Also ied was the House-ap- 
proved bill to give postal clerks 
their first salary boost since 1925 
Sen. Josiah Bailey (D., N. C.), 
blocked action by raising a point of 
Parliamentary order. 

The Senate passed and sent to 
the White House a bill to abolish 
the 22l-acre Jackson Hole monu- 
ment in Wyoming. It was created 
by executive order in 1943 and was 





the pet project of Secretary of the 
Interior Harold L. Ickes. 

More than 75 legislators defeated 
in November will not be back when 
the 79th Congress convenes Jan. 3. 

Legislation to benefit servicemen 
and women and veterans of this war 
had a high priority all through the 
session. Congress approved “the GI 
Bill of Rights as well as mustering 
out pay. 

The lawmakers went along loy- 
ally on almost all wartime meas- 
ures. They extended authority for 
Lend-Lease, approved U. 8S. partici- 
pation in the United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation program, and 
gave the President a one-year ex- 
tension on his extraordinary war 
powers. 

The House made an ineffectual 
bid to cut itself in on the Senate's 
treaty-making powers, but the ma- 
jority of the Senators showed no 
inclination to give up any authority. 


+prisoners up 





in a field and 
sprayed the ranks with machine 
guns. 

The incident occurred when 
an American field artillery unit 
was moving along a highway and 
was fired upon by German tanks. 

The men scattered to avoid the 
fire and were taken prisoner. 

The Germans took their cigar- 
ettes and valuables away from them 
and then ordered them to line up 
in a field with their hands behind 
their heads. 

Men who were not killed fell to 
the ground with the dying but the 
Germans continucg to spray the 
mass with machire gun bursts. 

A few stood up and made a run 
for it and finally succeeded in es- 
caping although many of them were 
badly wounded as German tanks 
and machine guns continued to 
fire on them. 

They fired rifles into the bodies 
of any men who appeared to be 
still living, the report said. 

The story had spread like wild- 
fire throughout the entire lst Army 
area. Tempers are at white heat 
and the desire of the Yanks to fin- 
ish the Germans off is like noth- 
ing yet seen in this war. 

German prisoners taken today 
reported their officers had told 
them: 

"The Fuehrer’s Christmas pres- 
ent to you will be the capture of 
Aachen and you will spend New 
Year’s Eve.in Paris.” 


Eden Sees No Conflict 
In Franco-Soviet Treaty 


LONDON, Dec. 20 (AP) — Great 
Britain was kept advised throughout 
the negotiations of the Franco-So- 
viet pact and welcomed it as an 
"additional link between two Euro- 
pean Allies,” Foreign Secretary An- 
thony Eden disclosed today in the 
House of Commons. 

"It seems clear that there is 
therefore no question of any con- 
flict between the Franco-Soviet 
treaty and the future world security 
organization which all parties are 
seeking to establish,” he said. 





+> 


Nazis’ Offensive Reported 
To Look Like Attempted 
Major Breakthrough 





SHAEF, Dec. 20 — Censored 
field dispatches reaching here 
tonight indicated that the 


American Ist Army on the west- 
ern front was giving ground in 
one of the war’s bloodiest and 
most decisive battles, according 
to the United Press. 

The German counteroffensive had 
driven to within less than 20 miles 
of the great Belgian fortress town 
of Liege and to within 13 miles of 
Luxembourg City. The Associated 
Press described the operation as as- 
suming the proportions of an at- 
tempted major breakthrough. 

Although the security blackout on 
operations was lifted to disclose that 
as of Monday noon German tanks 
and infantry were swarming from 
the Reich over Luxembourg and 
Belgium in four spearheads, official 
silence cloaked the developments 
since that time. 

SHAEF promised that a full and 
truthful account of the reverse on 
the Ist Army front would be given 
to the public at the earliest moment 
consistent with military security. 

Correspondents were told, accord- 
ing to the Associated Press, that the 
ban on news had heen imposed at 
the specific direction of’ Lt. Gen. 
Courtney Hodges, commanding gen- 
eral of the Ist Army, with the con- 
currence of SHAEF. 

It was stated that the ban would 
not be lifted until General Hodges 
was satisfied that Allied disclosures 
would not give the Germans infor- 
mation on the extent and location 
of the penetrations, which they 
might not otherwise know, because 
of the fluidity of the battle. 

A Reuter’s dispatch told of Nazi 
forces in the St. Avelot sector driv- 
ing to within 20 miles of Liege, while 
|farther to the south of the 60-mile 
|offensive front, other German ele- 
ments reached Consdorf and moved 
to within two miles of St. Vith. 

St. Vith is five miles inside the 


(Continued on page 8) 


Stretch Of Railway 
To Bologna Cleared 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 20 — The 
sec-saw battle north of Faenza con- 
tinued yesterday as 8th Army 
troops cleared a four mile stretch 
of the main Bologna railway and 
captured the town of San Rocco, 
a half mile north of the city. 

Northwest of Faenza, United 
Kingdom troops have pushed ahead 
\to positions just short of the Senio 
River, north of Highway 9. South 
of the highway, Polish and Indian 
troops have virtually cleared all 
German resistance east of the river. 

South of Bagnacavallo, nine miles 
northeast of Faenza, Canadian 
troops are in close contact with a 
stubbornly defending enemy on the 
east bank of the Fosse Vecchio 
Canal, one mile south of the town, 

In the 8th Army coastal sector, 
fighting patrols have penetrated 
deeply toward Valle di Comacchio, 
the shallow inland sea north of 

















Ravenna. Several enemy outposts 
were contacted and _ prisoners 
taken. 


On the 5th Army front, Allied 
patrols continued to probe German 
forward positions yesterday. No 
large scale activity was reported 
anywhere along the line while en- 
emy artillery fire remained desul- 
tory. 

Several sharp patrol clashes took 
place during the day at three 
points along a 16 mile are south 
of Bologna, as well as in the 
coastal sector, where contact was 
maintained with the enemy, 
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Duce’s Dame Goes On Trial 
For Tipping Nazis On Patriots 


By Cpl. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Staff Correspondent 


ROME, Dec. 20—Cornelia Tanzi, |; 


36-year-old writer and dancer, who 
had a fling as Benito Mussolini’s 
mistress, went on trial at the Pal- 
ace of Justice today for what may 
be ber life. 

She is charged with tipping off 
the Germans that Italians of the 
Piave Division of Patriots were 
hiding in a villa in the Borghese 
Garéens with vehicles and arms 
after an encounter with German 
troops 

She is also accused of sending an 
anonymous letter to the Fascist 
Governor of Rome that Bernardo 
Carlin. gate-keeper of the villa, 
was "a dangerous anti-Fascist, a 
traitor and a keeper of arms and 
ammunitions.” 

As a defendant of the general 
charge of "giving aid to the en- 


emy.” she may receive the maxi- eS 


mum penalty—death. 





| IL 





As the defendant entered the “a 


courtroom, she looked pale and 
weary. She said she was unwell. 
Her dark dress and blue hat were 
seemly. From her appearance one 
could not tell that, as Il Duce’s 
"intimate friend,” She had once 
danced in exotic costume for him 
while he played the fiddle. 


POETRY, TOO 


But on the table in front of her 
attorney, Giacomo Primo Augenti, 
were three specially bound volumes 
of her poems. In one of these verses 
there is a lyrical reminder of her 
intimacy with Mussolini. It recalls 
the "sweet evenings of Piazza Ven- 
ezia.” It recalls Musso’s violin- 
playing with "the fiddle-stick goes 
up and down — rhythmically and 
rhapsodically upon my heart and 
my brain ... Who'll give me a kiss? 
The violin says he lies.” 

The witnesses were, for the most 
part, painters and sculptors who 
frequented the studios of the Strohl- 
fern Villa in the Borghese Gardens 
where the Patriots were trapped. 

Aldo Rocco, a painter, was the 
first to be questioned. He testified 
that Cornelia told another painter 
she was going to denounce the Pa- 


triots. He said he saw her in the|hig 


company of German soldiers. At 
this point in the testimony, Signor- 
ina Tanzi cried out at the witness, 
”"Remember that you took the oath 
and that God sees and hears every- 
thing.” 

A sculptor, Frencesco Mugni, later 
testified that he, too, had seen her 
together with German soldiers. 

The defendant was later cast 
aside by Il Duce, who evidently had 
a taste for variety in his sportive 
moments. She made this clear .in 
the course of the hearing. 


BOASTED OF FRIENDSHIP 


When one of the witnesses, Ame- 
deo Bocchi, a painter, declared that 
she had boasted of her friendship 
with Mussolini, she broke in to re- 
call that she had befriended the 
very artists who were now testify- 
ing against her. She said that she 
wrote Mussolini that the artists 
were in danger of being evicted from 
the villa. 

The presiding justice, Luigi Mi- 
sasi, commented: "Il Duce, of course, 
intervened instantly.” 

Cornelia replied, "But not to do 
me a favor. At that time he was with 
Claretta Petacci.” 

Gilberto Ceracchini, still another 
painter, described La Tanzi as "a 
megalomaniac.” He said she was 
afraid of being attacked by the Ital- 
ian soldiers who were hiding in the 
villa. 

Lorenzo Lanza, a writer, said he 
was never intimate with Cornelia 
but had met her a few times in the 

ark, first with German soldiers and 
ater on, when Rome was liberated, 
with Allied soldiers. 

The presiding judge remarked 
wryly, "She believed in interna- 
tionalism.” 

The various witnesses told, in dif- 
ferent ways, that she boasted of her 





Swiss Want To Resume 
Relations With Russia 


BERNE, Dec. 20—Marcel Pilet- 
Golaz, former head‘ of the Swiss 
foreign office, said yesterday Swit- 
zerland wants to resume diplomatic 
relations with Russia. 

"In the general interest, not only 
of Switzerland or Russia, but also 
in the interest of the future organ- 
ization of the world and the paci- 
fication of the continent ot Europe, 
it would be desirable for us to re- 
establish with the USSR diplomatic 
and economic relations,” he as- 
serteu, 


the Gestapo. 


DUCE’S PAL ON TRIAL 


Cornelia Tanzi, who used to dance while Benito fiddled, in 
the witness box in a Palace of Justice courtroom. She is being 
tried on charges of putting the finger on Italian Patriots for 


(PWB Photo by Barnaba) 





h Fascist connections and of her 
friendship with Mussolini. But these 
fine ties had their end. One witness 
said that Cornelia began to fret 
when her subsidy from the Fascist 
Propaganda Ministry ended. 

In the morning session there was 
an argument between the prosecu- 
tor and the defense as to whether 
the time for starting the trial had 
not expired, since 41 days had 
passed since her arrest on Oct. 16. 
The court ruled against this.con- 
tention, after remarking that it 
was aware that Cornelia was ar- 
rested by Allied authorities in July 
and then released. ‘The Allied of- 
ficials conducted no investigation 
or hearing on her case, it was said. 

The trial was due to start at 10 
this morning, but the opening was 
delayed because one of the judges, 
V. E. Rosi, had phoned to say he 
was having trouble with his bicycle. 
The hearing began at 10:10 AM 
when the judge arrived. It ended 
late in the afternoon and will con- 
tinue tomorrow. 

There was a small crowd on hand 
for the first sessions. But there 
was one point that. was reminiscent 
of American courtroom scenes, when 
the presiding judge begged a pho- 
tographer not to take any pictures 
in court. 


Yeats-Brown, 58, Dies; 
‘Bengal Lancer’ Author 


LONDON, Dec. 20—The death of 
the well-known soldier-author, Maj. 
Francis Yeats-Brown, 58, was an- 
nounced today. His best-known 
book, "Bengal Lancer,” became the 
srgect of a successful Hollywood 
m. 

During the last war he made a 
daring escape from a Turkish pris- 
oner-of-war camp. Last year he 
toured India (where he spent most 
of his service career) and the 
Burma battlefields to write a book 
about the deeds of India, British 
and American troops. 





Senator Acquitted 


ROME, Dec. 20 (UNN)—Senator 
Edmondo Del Bufalo and his son, 
Leonardo, were acquitted by the 
second section of the Rome Assize 
Court today after the public prose- 
cutor had asked that charges of 
aid to the enemy be dropped on the 
ground they had not peen substan- 
tiated by the evidence submitted in 





the course of the trial. 


More Traifors Die 
In French Cleanup 


PARIS, Dec. 20—Paul Chack, 70- 
year-old French naval officer, Was 
sentenced to death yesterday fol- 
lowing conviction on 70 counts of 
"intelligence with the enemy.” 

Chack was a well-known author 
who chronicled the deeds of the 
French Navy in the last war. Dur- 
ing the occupation he wrote articles 
and books attacking Britain and 
the United States. Extracts from 
these books were read in court. 

Lucien Rottee, alleged former di- 
rector general of the Vichy police 
intelligence service and said to be 
responsible for the prosecution of 
75,000 patriots during the occupa- 
tion, has been arrested at Bot- 
deaux, the United Press reported 
yesterday. 

Paris Radio, meanwhile, an- 
nounced four more death sentences 
on French collaborationists. Those 
sentenced to be shot included a po- 
lice commissioner, an informer for 
the Germans, a railway engineer 
and a member of the Vichy militia. 

At Dijon, the court passed a sen- 
tence of 20 years’ hard labor on 
a 16-year-old boy who had de- 
nounced his father to the Gestapo 
during the occupation. 

























465,000 Slaughtered 
| By Foe In Lithuania 





MOSCOW, Dec. 20 (AP)—The 
state committee investigating war 
crimes in the Lithuanian Repub- 
lic reported that 465,000 prisoners 
of war and civilians were killed by 
Germans during the occupations. 

According to a statement pub- 
lished in the Soviet press, 165,000 
prisoners of war met death in 
concentration camps in Lithua-- 
nia, while 300,000 civilians died 
similarly. ‘ 


Stalin Will Observe 
65th Birthday Today 


MOSCOW, Dec. 20—Marshal Jo- 
seph V. Stalin will be 65 tomorrow. 
As chairman of the Supreme So- 
viet of Peoples’ Commissars and 
as the Supreme High Commander 
of all Soviet forces, he continues to 
guide his country’s diplomatic, 
military and internal policies. 

Stalin’s birthday will be his 











‘}fourth during the present war, and 


he is expected to continue working 
tomorrow in the Kremlin, keeping 


Ain touch with his generals on the 


conduct of the war. It also finds 
victory nearer for the Soviet Union 
and its Allies. 

On his last birthday, Stalin re- 
ceived reports of new Russian suc~ 
cesses in their sweep across south- 
ern Russia to the Dnieper and 
Dniester Rivers and in a big offen- 
sive in the north. This year the 
Germans have been expelled from 
virtually all of the Soviet Union, 
and the Red Army is fighting in 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugo- 
slavia, Poland and East Prussia. 


France May Send 
Observer To Lublin 


LONDON, Dec. 20—An exchange 
of representatives between the 
French Provisional Government 
and the Polish Committee of Na- 
tional Liberation at Lublin is ex- 
pected to take place soon, accord- 
ing to a report of the Moscow cor- 
respondent of the London Times. 

"It is understood that Stefan 
Jendrychowski, member of the Lub- 
lin committee, who is acting as its 
representative in Moscow, will rep- 
resent it.in Paris,” the Times cor- 
responde: writes. ”An official 
announcement is expected.” ' 

A pointedly friendly reference to 
France was made by Jendrychow- 
ski in Pravda. Dealing with Polish 
claims to establish its frontier on 
the Oder and Neisse, he wrote that 
the Lublin committee’s aspirations 
are supported by the Soviet Union, 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and 
‘our friend, France.’” 

The London Telegraph’s diplo- 
matic correspondent in Paris says, 
according to Reuter’s, 
French representative in Lublin 
will be ”an observer,” and in no way 
on a footing of a diplomatic repre- 
sentative. One of his principal 
tasks will be to care for Prench 
prisoners liberated in Poland. 


Coe On-Air 


Donald Coe, Blue Network rep- 
resentative in Italy, will be the 
guest speaker on the Correspon- 
dents Column of the Air over the 
AES at 7:15 PM Thursday. 


Churchill's Policy 
In Greece Assailed 
By Labor Members 


LONDON, Dec. 20 (UP) — The 
British Labor party today opened 
a “surprise” debate on the Greek 
situation in the House of Com. 
mons, in which Arthur Green. 
wood, leader of the party, accuseq 
Prime Minister Winston Churchi!) 
- having mishandled affairs jin 


reece. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Churchil] 
had admitted that there was dis- 
agreement among the three great 
powers on the handling of liberateq 
European territories. 

Mr. Greenwood stressed that he 
was attacking the Prime Minister 
"in sorrow,” and that he was not 
seeking a vote of censure against 
the Government. Nevertheless, he 
said, "If the Prime Minister had 
been a little more responsive and 
generous in the words he used, 
there would have been no occasion 
for a special debate today.” 


NOT MILITARY 


The Greek problem, he con- 
tinued, is political and not mili- 


tary. 

"It is not going to be solved by 
forcible means or by demanding 
that arms be laid down before any- 
one talks,” the leader of Great Bri- 
tain’s second party said. He pre- 
dicted that the same problems 
would develop in other liberated 
territories in Europe. 

"The British have been driven 
into a position of acting as a sort 
of Gestapo” against the members 
of the Greek resistance armies, Mr. 
Greenwood charged. 

"Everybody deplored the situation 
and knows that it is a fantastic and 
tragic situation to have the Greeks 
and British at each other’s throats,” 
he said. 

He accused King George of Greece 
of opposing the creation of a re- 
gency pending a plebiscite, despite 
the approval of the majority of all 
Greeks, adding: 

"DOWN TO BALLOT’ 

"IT beg the Government, in the 
interests of Greece, in the interests 
of the honor of our people in the 
eyes of the world, to get rid of the 
shooting and to get down to the 
ballot rather than the bullet.” — 

The debate began this morning 
with a regular question period, dur- 
ing ‘which British policy in Greece 
met a barrage of criticism, and 
Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden 
was asked whether EDES, the right- 
ist group in Greece, had submitted 
to the disarming order. Mr. Eden 
stated that owing to the present 
disturbances, disarmament was 
halted: 


France Won't Recognize 
Occupation | Of Tangier 


PARIS, Dec, 20—French Foreign 
Minister Georges Bidault yesterday 
told the Consultative Assembly that 
"France will never recognize the 
occupation of Tangier as an estab- 
lished fact.” Bidault’s comment 
was made in answer to a question 
on the Tangier situation, Reuter's 

id 








that the |sai 


Spanish troops occupied the in- 
ternational zone of Tangier on the 
extreme northwest corner of Africa 
on June 14, 1940 ’to protect its neu- 
trality.” Spanish military authori- 
ties took full charge of the zone on 
Nov. 4, 1940, ousting the British 
employees. 

On Feb, 26, 1941, Britain and 
Spain reached a provisional agree- 
ment under which Spain promised 
to refrain from fortifying the inter- 
national zone that flanks the Strait 





of Gibraltar. 





Pvt; Tojo Is Tough Little Warrior 








WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—Three 
years of war in the Pacific have 
provided U. S. military “officials 
with an unvarnished profile of the 
average Japanese soldier, about 
whom little was known before the 
war éxcept that he performed amaz- 
ing marching feats and could live 
for months on old shoelaces. 

The average Jap soldier is five 
feet, three inches tall and weighs 
117 and one-half pounds. Although 
he is thus five inches shorter and 
some 28 pounds lighter than the 
average Yank, Pvt. Tojo can lift a 
150-pound weight to his back with- 
out spreading his legs and he can 
march more than 20 miles a day. 
Pvt. Tojo, with two years of high 
school education, is as well educated 
as the average American soldier 








Moreover, while very few Yanks 


can understand his Oriental 
enemy’s language, almost half of 
all Jap soldiers have studied Eng- 
lish, and one out of four can speak 
it efficiently. 

Pvt. Tojo begins his military 
training when he is eight, with at 
least two hours of drill a week. Mili- 
tary service is mandatory for all 
males between 17 and 40. He fights 
for almost nothing. A corporal gets 
4.60 dollars a month; a full general 
126.50 dollars a month. The Jap 
soldier eats a third less than Pvt. 
Smith. His usual ration is three and 
a half pounds a day, mostly rice, 
any supplemented with vitamin 
pills. 

Pvt. Tojo’s equipment is fair. His 
greatest lack is artillery. There is 
no evidence to show that his medi- 
cal corps uses plasma; if he is 





wounded, he gets second-rate treat- 


ment, by American standards. When 
fighting, he skilfully uses any kind 
of terrain. One of his chief weak- 
nesses is instability; he is liable to 
blow up in tight spots, make‘banzai 
charges or commit hara-kiri. When 
he wins, he is arrogant and he takes 
out the repressions of his home 
life on helpless prisoners. 

There are at least 4,000,000 of 
him..U. S. soldiers have ‘killed a 
minimum of 277,000. Since 1937, 
Jap losses in dead are estimated at 
850,000. A quarter of a million are 
pocketed in areas bypassed by the 
Allied advance. But the Japs could 
train and equiv 2.000,000 additional 
Pvt, Tojos without hurting their 
war production. 

‘aes fighter the Office of War 
Information concludes, the Jap 
soldier is equal to the U. S. soldier 
in every respect but one: initiative. 
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WINTER FASHION REPORT 





.S 8 


If you happen to be in one of the Florida resorts this season, 


you'll probably run across the latest in mother and daughter 

beach fashions, which is this, according to the people who 

dabble in seasonal styles. The multi-colored polka dots pre- 

sumably are used by the mothers to keep an eye on the mop- 
pets when they venture too near the surf. 





Allied Invasion 


Voted Biggest Story Of Year 


OF N ormandy 





NEW YORK, Dec. 20 (ANS)—The Allied invasion of France 
last June was the unanimous choice of the editors of United 
Press today as the number one news story of 1944. 

The results of the annual poll were announced by Earl J. 
Johnson, vice president and general news manager of the agency, 
who said that the second choice, that of President Roosevelt’s 


election to a fourth term in of-+ 


fice, also was unanimous. 

On the other eight stories, 
there was a wide diversion of 
opinion over the order in which they 
Should be listed. Several develop- 
ments, such as the Dumbarton Oaks 
meeting and the seizure of Mont- 
gomery Ward, which would have 
been top stories in most years, were 
named, but did not receive enough 
votes to qualify among the top ten 
for 1944. 

"In selecting D-Day for first po- 
sition,” Johnson said, "many edi- 
tors pointed out the fact that it 
marked the first time a successful 
landing of such magnitude has 
been made against a first-class 
enemy power. Neither Napoleon nor 
Hitler ever accomplished anything 
comparable.” s 

Here are the stories named by 
UP editors as the top ten for the 
year: 

1. D-Day. 

2. Mr. Roosevelt’s election to a 
fourth term. 

3. Invasion of the Philippines. 

4. Allied sweep through France. 

5. Red Army’s thrust into the 
Baltic states and the Balkans. 

6. B-29 raids on Tokyo. 

7. Defeat of the Japanese Grand 
Fleet by the United States Navy. 

8. German robot bomb and rocket 
campaign. 

9. Assassination plot against Hit- 
ler and the mystery of his decline. 
10. Hartford, Conn., circus fire. 
Other stories nominated for the 
first ten included the internal 
crisis in Greece, the administra- 
tions’ anti-inflation campaign, in- 
cluding the maintenance of the 
"Little Steel” formula, Allied set- 
backs in China, conquest of the 
Marianas; the Cleveland gas ex- 
plosion, reorganization of the U. 8S. 
State Department, the trial of 
Charlie Chaplin on Mann Act 
charges, emergence of De Gaulle 
as the French leader, and the with- 
drawal from the GOP race and sub- 
Sequent death of Wendell Willkie. 


> . 
Payne’s Bliss 
HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 20 (ANS)— 
Starlet Gloria DeHaven and actor 
John Payne announced their en- 
gagement last night and said they 
would be married as soon as they 
can arrange time off from their 


oes; Payne, who was divorced 
fron Ann S 





hirley last year, was/im 
recently honorably discharged from 
ae armed forces after two years’ 





’Okay, Bums, Don’t 
Forget It At Election’ 


NEW YORK, Dec. 20 (ANS) 
— Brooklyn crossed the East 
Riyer into Manhattan yesterday 
to select "the man who has done 
most for Brooklyn in 1944.” 

The "Society for the Prevention 
of Disparaging Remarks About 
Brooklyn” voted the honor to 
Mayor Fiorella LaGuardia. Add- 
ing another laurel wreath, they 
made him a member. 

The mayor was cited for ’spon- 
taneous action in rising so gal- 
lantly to defend our boys in the 
service who were attacked so 
viciously by an alleged British au- 
thor.” This referred, of course, 
to his defense of Brooklyn soldiers 
against remarks in Noel Coward’s 
latest book. 
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Momentous Tasks Court Backs Army 


Confront President 
On Vacation Return 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—Presi- 
dent Roosevelt returned yesterday 
from a three weeks’ vacation at 
Warm Springs, Ga., facing mo- 
mentous months in the fields of 
war and Alliéd diplomacy, plus the 
beginning of a fourth term and the 
organization of a new Congress. 

The Chief Executive came back 
to the capital sun-tanned and a 
few pounds heavier. He arrived by 
special train and went immediately 
to the White House to start a rou- 
tine day. 

He returned from Georgia via 
Camp LeJeune on New River at 


. Jacksonville, N. C., Where yesterday 


afternoon he made a two-hour in- 
spection tour of the Marine reser- 
vation. This was his only side-trip 
outside of Georgia. 


DOGS ON PARADE 


On the drive through the camp, 
with its commandant, Maj. Gen. 
John, Marston, he saw among other 
things a group of 64 Marine war 
dogs parade with their trainers 
while TNT blasts went off in simu- 
lation of combat explosions. 

Mr. Rooseveit planned to hold his 
regular news conference late today. 
It will be the first since the special 
one he called Nov. 27, the day he 
left for Warm Springs, at which he 
announced the resignation of Cor- 
dell Hull as Secretary of State. For 
security reasons news of the trip 
was withheld until the President 
was back in the White House. Rep- 
resentatives of thc press accom- 
panied the party. 

The Chief Executive transacted 
official business during his trip 
much as though he had been at 
his desk in Washington. His little 
cottage atop Pine Mountain over- 
looking the Warm Springs Founda- 
tion hummed with dictation and 
the comings and goings of. secre- 
taries with war reports and Con- 
gressional news. During his vaca- 
tion he signed more than 75 bills 
and vetoed a few. 


LIFE OF LEISURE 


Despite the heavy routine Mr. 
Roosevelt slept ten to 12 hours 
every night,.sunned himself on his 
cottage terrace and drove his little 
touring car around the countryside 
on sunny afternoons and bathed 
in the warm waters of the Founda- 
tion pool. 

He made two informal speeches 
while away as is his custom on such 
trips. He spoke to patients at a 
turkey dinner on the night of his 
arrival, Nov. 28, although the speech 
was Officially off the record, He 
spoke again for a few minutes from 
the rear of his train just before it 
pulled out Sunday afternoon for 
Camp LeJeune. 

He recalled to the villagers what 
he called his joking reference in 
a similar speech in the spring of 
1941 to the fact that he would be 
back the following year if there 
was no war. All the papers in the 
country, he said, got excited over 
that remark, but there was*a war, 
he added, and continued that this 
time war or no war he hoped to be 
back in the Spring. 

The President also talked with 
doctors and officials at the Foun- 
dation about plans for a new addi- 
tion to the hospital, for servicemen 





afflicted with polio. 





Military Training Issue 
Hot One For New House 


* By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 — The 
political hot potato of compulsory 
military training will be sizzling 
in the hands of the new Congress 
before the new members get their 
chairs warm. 

The Army wants it, the President 
also wants something of the sort, 
but apparently nobody’s sure yet 
just what Mr. Roosevelt would like 
to have along with it, the Asso- 
ciated Press said. 

Veterans organizations are for it, 
but numerous religious groups are 
just as certain it’s bad business. 
Chairman Andrew May (D., Ky.) 
of the House. Military Committee 
wants it but isn’t sure just how 
many of his colleagues do. 

May proposes to hold hearings in 
January, announcing today that 
the precise dates will be fixed when 
the committeemen return from 
their tour of the European battle- 
fields. The Kentuckian said: "It’s 
something we must face sooner or 
later and we might as well face it 

mi : 

May himself is author of a bill 
making all able-bodied males liable 
for a year of military service at 














the age of 18 or as soon afterward 
as the services call them. 

"The War Department wants and 
we propose to give them legisla- 
tion for straight military training,” 
May said, adding that that was 
his answer to the question whether 
he proposed that or the combina- 
tion with educational and other 
training at which Mr. Roosevelt 
hinted in a recent news confer- 
ence. 

There is no question about the 
Army’s position. It wants the train- 
ing for direct preparedness pur- 
poses and not for any collateral 
benefits. As outlined by some of its 
highest leaders, what it wants is 
the makings of a readily-mustered 
Army. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 20 (ANS) — 
More than 1,400 youths from 13 to 
17 years of age attending the New 
York Daily Mirror’s second an- 
nual Youth Forum yesterday, 
voiced a strong opposition to com- 
pulsory peacetime military train- 
ing and demanded voting rights for 
18 year olds. 


The court also, by a six to 


- 
» 








O'Brien, Jinx 
Tour Packed 
Real Wallop 


NEW YORK, Dec. 20 (ANS)—A 
fully loaded Japanese anti-person- 
nel bomb brought back as a sou- 
venir from the CBI Theater by a 
member of the Pat O’Brien USO 
party, contained enough explosive 
to kill anyone within a 40 yard 
range, the Third Naval District said 
today. The fragmentation type 
bomb in the possession of Jimmy 
Dodd was discovered in a routine 
checkup by customs officials. 

O’Brien and other members of 
the party which included Jinx Fal- 
kenburg, Ruth Carroll and Harry 
Brown, had similar souvenirs, the 
Navy said, but only Dodd’s was 
fully loaded. John E. York, Naval 
District chief ordnance,man, said 
each of the other bombs contained 
about an ounce of explosive, enough, 
to blow off a hand or put out an 
eye if exploded near the person. 

Members of the troupe said they 
were unaware the souvenirs were 
dangerous. 

The performers returned Friday 
from a 47,000 mile tour. The bombs 
which were about a foot long and 
weighed two thirds of a pound, 
fully loaded, were returned to the 
actors after the explosive was re- 
}moved. 


Monthly Draft Calls 
Increased 20,000 


WASHINGTOYD, Dec. 20 (ANS) — 
The War Department announced 
today that it has asked Selective 
Service to increase the Army’s 
January and February calls from 
60,000 to 80,000. 

The Department said that since 
last July it has asked Selective Ser- 
vice for. fewer men than estimated 
requirements. Deficits were made 
up by combing Army units to ob- 
tain men for field service. By this 
method, the Department said, the 
Selective Service call had been held 
to 60,000 a month but that it is now 
necessary to step up calls 20,000 a 
month. 

It will be determined later, the 
Department said, whether it will 
be necessary to continue the 80,000 
rate in March and April. 

Selective SerVice, meantime, an- 
nounced that all men under 30 who 
had been rejected for military serv- 
ice since Feb. 1, except those with 
obvious physical defects, will be 
reexamined next year. 

A Selective Service official said 
the order already in the hands of 
local draft boards, applies princi- 
pally to “borderline cases.” Selec- 
tive Service said the Army agreed 
to reexamine the men to determine 
whether some of the borderline 
cases might be available for general 
duty. 

The matter was taken up with the 
Army after Selective Service noted 
an increase in *he number of re- 
jections of men once found fit for 
service but subsequently turned 
down when finally called for in- 
duction. The Army ordinarily gives 
draftees a second examination if 
they are called for induction more 
than 90 days after taking the orig- 
inal examination. 











Norden Bombsight Firm 
Indicted By Grand Jury 


NEW YORK, Dec. 20 (AP)—A 
special Federal Grand Jury has in- 
dicted Carl L. Norden, Inc., bomb- 
sight manufacturers, and four in- 
dividuals on charges of conspiracy 
to slow down production of the 
bombsight. 

The indictments also charged a 
conspiracy aimed at forcing makers 
of war goods to employ the war 
plant survey firm, Corrigan, Os- 
burne and Wells, Inc., which was 
also indicted. 











In Japanese Order 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (ANS)—The Suprenie Court ruled 
unanimously that interned Japanese-American citizens whose 
loyalty has been established should be liberated from camps of 
War Relocation Authority, giving legal substance to an Army 
order to that effect issued last night. 





three vote, ruled constitutional 


as of the time it was carried out, the War Emergency program 
under which Japanese-Americans were evacuated from the West 


coast to inland relocation cen- 
ters. 

The decisions came soon after 
yesterday’s War Department di- 
rective releasing loyal Japanese 
from the jurisdiction of the War 
Relocation Authority and permit- 
ting them to establish homes any- 
where in the country. The an- 
nouncement said that they were to 
be accorded the freedom and privi- 
leges of any law abiding citizen. 

The court’s optmnion in the loyalty 
case was delivered by Justice Wil- 
liam O. Douglas. Emphasizing basic 
liberties guaranteed by the Con- 
stitution, he said "Loyalty is e. 
thing of the heart and mind and 
not of race, creed or color.” 

The loyalty decision was in the 
case of Mitsuye Endo, 22-year-old 
Japanese-American woman now in 
the Topaz, Utah, Relocation Camp. 
She had appealed for freedom on 
the contention that her rights as 
a citizen were impaired by WRA 
regulations. 


ANSWER NO. 2 


The second decision, delivered by 
Justice Hugo L. Black, answered an 
appeal by Fred Toyosaburo Kore- 
matsu, Japanese born in California, 
who was given a five year proba- 
tionary sentence for failing to re- 
port to the evacuation station. "We 
uphold the exclusion order as of 
the time it was made and the 
petitioner violated it,” Black said. 
"In doing so we are not unmindful 
of the hardships imposed by it 
upon a large group of American 
citizens. Hardships are part of war 
and war is the aggregation of hard- 
ships. All citizens alike, both in and 
out of uniform, feel the impact of 
war in a greater or lesser measure.” 

Best estimates were that only 
60,000 of the 119,000 Japanese ex- 
cluded from the Pacific Coast be- 
ginning March 23, 1942, would re- 
turn to the West coast. Japanese 
from Southern California at the 
Manzanar, Calif., Center were rep- 
resented as being more in favor of 
relocating in the east or middle west 
than returning to the coast. 


FEW WILL GO BACK 

The Heart Mountain, Wyoming 
Relocation Center, estimated less 
than ten percent of Japanese there 
would go back to the West coast. 
Other reporis also indicated the 
60,000 estimate by WRA sources 
was fairly accurate although cau- 
tion in testing West coast reaction 
was displayed at all Relocation 
Centers. 

Some 32,000 have been relocated 
in inland states. Nearly 19,000 are 
at the Tule Lake, California Segre- 
gation Center, which the Justice 
Department indicated it is expected 
to take over. Thirteen thousand 
were in the armed forces. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 20 (ANS) 
—Official reaction today in far. 
western states to the Army’s an- 
nouncement that loyal Japanese 
will be returned to the Pacific coast 
appeared to be that civilians should 
support the judgment of military 
authorities, but there were scattered 
predictions of unfavorable recep- 
tions in some districts. Civic offi- 
cials gave assurance that citizen- 
TT rights of returning Japanese 
will be upheld in every instance al- 
though some expressed the opinion 
that the order was premature and 
would lead to difficult problems. 


White House Christmas 
Celebration To Be Simple 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (ANS)— 
The fourth wartime Christmas will 
find President and Mrs. Roosevelt, 
like millions of their neighbors, 
observing an old fashioned holiday. 
In the absence of their sons off to 
war, the Presidential family this 
year will be restricted to the Presi- 
dent and First Lady, their daugh- 
ter, daughter-in-law and _ five 
grandchildren. None of their four 
sons in the service will be able to 
get home. 

Mr. Roosevelt said the President 
will read Dickens’ Christmas Carol 
to the other members of the family 
on Christmas Eve shortly after his 
annual radio broadcast to the na- 
tion. Mrs. Roosevelt plans to attend 
midnight services. The childrens’ 
stockings will be hung as usual on 
‘the mantle in the President’s bed- 
room and the rush to find what 
Santa left will start the day’s fes- 
tivities, Mrs. Roosevelt told a press 
conference. 
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Turkey 
Dear Editor: 

We have just had a swell Thanks- 
giving feed. Being a cook, I know 
how much work that dinner meant. 
I worked from 5 PM till 12 the 22nd, 
then all day the 23rd. Anyone who 
thinks it isn’t work is nuts. 

All of which brings me to my bit 
of constructive criticism. 


Why, in the name of all that’s 
Holy, can’t these frozen turkies be 
issued at least one, preferably two, 
days ahead? If you want to see 
what I mean, get one of the blank- 
ety-blanks and try to clean it the 
same day. The birds are over here 
in plenty of time for pre-issue. 

I had seven birds, To get them 
cleaned, I had to use—now get this 
—a knife, cleaver, hatchet, steel to 
pry with, and a pot of hot water 
for thawing. To get a holiday meal 
requires eight to 10 hours of con- 
tinuous work, not counting the time 
necessary for cleaning the turks, 
or the time consumed in two other 
meals to be prepared the same day. 

It would be so simple to issue the 
birds a couple days ahead. Then 
we could hang ‘em up and let ’em 
thaw. (By the way, it’s humanly 
impossible to clean a turkey thor- 
oughly, properly, and conservatively 
when it’s like ice!) 

If "Mail Call” can do anything 
in correcting this thoughtlessness, 
you'll have dozens of mighty grate- 
ful cooks on your reading list. 

Oh, yes, why aren’t the proper 
seasonings provided, such as celery, 
salt, nutmeg, allspice and vanilla? 
I know it isn’t because of limited 
space. We are shipped powdered 
mustard, cinnamon, and black pep- 
per ’tili hell won’t have it. Onion 
salt is one more spice that should 
be provided, in lieu of onions. 

T-4 W. MacForiand 
lst Cook 


Who 
Dear Editor: 


With reference to your article of 
Dec. 1st headed "Combat film says 
ng wrecked Rommel’s car,” I 

ave enclosed a clipping from the 
London Daily Express, dated about 
two months ago, stating: 

"Eight Tactical men killed Rom- 
mel. Their leader was Wing Com- 
mander Johnnie Baldwin, DSO, 
double DFC. 

"They did not know until yester- 
day when they were called into the 
— of a senior RAF officer and 





”"We have double-checked and 
treble-checked. The cannon shells 
that killed Rommel were fired from 
an aircraft flying between Caen and 
Cabourg, near the village of Do- 
sule, on the afternoon of July 17. 
a could not be anybody else but 


It would be very interesting 
know what the United Press think 
about this earlier claim and more 
reliable one in view of the evidence 
supplied by the RAP. 

—Pvt. P. F. Richards, RAPC 


| Dood It Dept. 
Dear Editor: 

In answer to Pvt. John Gosciew- 
ski's letter in the Dec. 1st issue, I’m 
sorry to say I hardly think he is the 
first on the Christmas package list. 
I received my first Christmas pack- 
age on Oct. 12, the second on 
Oct. 24 and four others before the 
sixth of November. The first pack- 
age was mailed on Sept. 15 and the 
others shortly after. Could be we 
have better service from my section 
of the country. 

—Set. Virginia E. Creter, WAC 

... I have Pfc. N. J. Regolino 
topped on 59 letters in one day. I 
received 67 in one day. 

—Pvt. C. C. 

*... I’ve just read Pfc. N. J. Rego- 
lino's record. I got 115 letters and 
one package. So, “rank” doesn’t 
mean everything. 

—Pvt. Arnold W. Rowland 

...I wish to state that I received 
93 letters, three packages and one 
magazine, a total of 97 pieces of 
mail. This happened on the first 
day after I had moved from Africa 
to Italy. . 

—Lt. Anthony W. Esposito, MAC 

. . . I got 208 letters and seven 
newspapers. I think this may be 
some sort of a record but, I got 193 
letters from one person (my wife). 

When I got the letters I didn’t 
eat supper or go to the movies—I 
just started in assorting. After get- 
ting September, October, and the 
beginning of November separated, 
I started with days. When I finally 
finished reading, I looked at my 
watch. It was almost midnight. I 
know those were the best five hours 
I have spent in the Army. 

But now, I am sorry I didn’t save 
some for another day. 

. —Pvt. Wm. Fishman 

... A challenge to Cpl. Joe Hies!'s 
boasts of "First’s” published in Mail 
Call of Nov. 28, issue: 

Cpl. Joe Heisl—you are a badly 
beaten soldier—why clutter up the 
columns of Mail Call with such 


“trivial” occurrences. The PS alone * 


on my letter from one person was 
longer than your Yetter of 19 feet. 


eight inches. One letter from one ° 


person a mere 40 feet in length. 


—Cpl. Raymond Bones | 


. Dear Joe: Add another 12 


feet, four inches to that "Master- | 
iece.” I recently received a 32 foot | 


etter from one person. And Joe . . 
isn’t love grand? 


—T-4 Jack J. Jones; 


Thus ends the first and biggest 
contest for the time being.—Editor. 


Black Hills Boy 


Dear Editor: ° 

When I joined the Army, the 
farthest thought from my mind was 
that some day I would be teaching 
a@ lesson in geography to an inter- 
nationally cnown newspaper. But, 
it’s my duty. 

As a citizen of a great state, and 
with all due respects to another, 
I must inform you that Rapid City 
is the "Gateway to the Black Hills 
of South Dakota,” and not N. Dak., 
as erroneously printed in two dif- 
ferent issues of your paper. 





—Sgt. Clarence Heinen 





They Say... 





MOTHER OF a Tennessee GI, sta- 
tioned in Alaska, to postmistress 
Mrs. Grace Shell when asked 
what the light package con- 
tained: 

“It’s just leaves. The most beau- 
tiful autumn leaves I could find. 
My son would like to see the col- 
orful east Tennessee mountains 
and I thought maybe he’d pin up 
these leaves tn his quarters, look 
at them and not be so homesick.” 

T-SGT. JOHN R. WHITE, some- 

where in the Pacific, in a letter 
Time: 
"From various stories I have 
read, I get the impression that 
all men of the armed forces use 
an odd slang in which nothing 
is referred to by the right name. 
I can’t speak for the Army, but, 
so far as I have observed in the 
Marine Corps, a spade’s a spade.” 

PARIS NEWSPAPER, recommend- 
ing that Parisians eager to learn 
English invite American soldiers 





to dinner although neither un- 


derstands each other’s language: As 


"If eventually you speak English 
with a slight Missouri accent or 
Nebraska accent that will be a 
small disadvantage. People will 
think you are a Frenchman talk- 
ing English with a Gascoigne 
accent.” 


EDITORIAL in the Milwaukee 

Journal, commenting on West 
Coast intolerance: 
“What kind of Americanism is it 
for the city of Gardena to omit 
from its honor roll of citizens the 
names of 17 Japanese-Americans 
in the service of our common 
country? What kind of Ameri- 
canism is it for the American 
Legion to revoke the charters of 
two posts made up of Japanese- 
American veterans of the First 
World War? What kind of 
Americanism is it for the Legion 
in Portland, Ore., to protest the 
efforts of local citizens to pro- 
vide some volunteer care for a 
Japanese cemetery?” 





Puptent 
Poets 


Of A Winter Night 


I have known the heat and agony 
of tke Philippines, 

The rain and mud of Guadalcanal 
bogged our war machines. 

—— Jand, I saw Churchill, every 











’s hope, 

Roamed the streets of Rome, 
kneeled before the Pope. 

The hot desert sands of Africa I 
have wearily trod; 

My feet, like my father’s before me, 
know France's sod. 

Foreign lands, alien peoples, 
awaken a nostalgia that is pain 
For the things dear to me I left 

behind in a world that was sane. 

For fields of golden wheat, ripe 
corn, orderly cities—these I 
know; 

My home in Southern sands, West- 
ern plains, sea-bound towns, New 
England snow; 

Quiet, peaceful skies, people who 
still laugh, houses in the same 
places. 

In my own corner of Hell, my heart 
cries as thoughts of home it em- 
braces. 

Dear God, let what we love be un- 
changed—not for my own gain, 
But so that those who won’t come 
back will not have died in vain. 

—Sgt. Maurice J. Aronhime 





Fear Alone 
How long behind his heart that’s 
near 


The worst and torn by fear 

Can man be dragged by raw despair 
To find the moistened places where 
Dead fragments of himself had died, 








Desperately cast along the side, 


Frantically thrown there on the 
‘oad 


r 
In vain attempt to ease the load? 
oe" long before he'll stumbling 
all, ; 
To rise and see his dying heart 
Still disappearing down the road; 
To break and plunge the other 


way 
— not from Death’s white 
* hand; 
But torn from himself by fear 
alone. 

—Lt. J. Gershberg 


Tall Tale 


After this war there will be many 
a yarn 

From soldiers who say that chili 
con carne 

Is the finest dish they’ve ever 
tasted. 

But, to me the containers shouldn’t 
be wasted, 

For such unsavory, tasteless stuff. 

my first serving was quite 


enough. 
—Cpl. Harry P. Volk 





Production 


What USO show ’twould be 

If all together we could see 

Betty Grable in the flesh 

And Sally Rand without her mesh; 

Hope and Crosby in one show 

And Charlie Ruggles with a "glow,” 

Or Betty Hutton doing ’East Lynn” 

If co-starred with Ed Wynn; 

But Ronald Golman would be grand 

If he'd play with De Havilland, 

Tony Romano and his guitar 

Could accompany Hedy Lamarr; 

William Powell and Dottie Lamour 

Would be a scream, that I’m sure, 

Betty Davis and Orson Welles 

Would always get those "four 
bells;” 

{t all sounds too good tv be true, 

At least ’twould be something new— 

We'd never expect a grander show 

Except if produced by the USO. 





—IlIst Sgt. Ben Stein 
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“By gad, this puts a new outlook on 


things.” 








Nazis Taken 


By Russia 


Reported Well Treated 





NEW YORK, Dec. 20—Nazi pris- 
oners of war in Russia are well 
treated but work poorly for their 
‘conquerors, Maurice Hindus, cor- 
‘respondent for the New York Her- 
ald Tribune, reported today in a 
dispatch filed after his visit to a 
POW camp in White Russia. 

Hindus pictured the camp as a 
group of "long, many-windowed 
wooden barracks, with nowhere a 
hint of gratings oh the several- 
block long three-storied wooden 
buildings of bright red brick color,” 
conveying ”an impression of comfort 
and welfare which one does not 
associate with a prison camp.” 

Outside the camp, Hindus said, 





was a hill containing a cemetery}. . 


;where were buried 80,000 Russian 
|prisoners of war buried during the 
|German occupation. 

"I went around the camp,” the 
reporter wrote. "Groups of German 
| prisoners in faded field gray uni- 
{forms, and wearing wooden or 
jleather shoes, were ging ditches, 
unloading cars or picking fallen 
twigs or dry limbs. It was obvious 
that work was the last thing in the 
world they cared for.” The Nazis 
came to an energetic “attention” 
position, however, Hindus stated, 
when a Russian officer passed. 


AVERAGE RATIONS 


The Russian superintendent ex- 
plained that Nazi prisoners receive 
the regular Red Army rations, in- 
cluding allowances of tobacco and 
sugar, Hindus reported, and are en- 
couraged to participate in such rec- 
reational activities as music, drama, 
etc. Hindus described a prisoners’ 
reading and writing room as "heated 
by large Dutch ovens and still 
larger Russian brick ovens. Both 
were well lighted, and ished 
with long, backless benches and one 
long table each. The walls were 
bare of furnishings, decorations or 
pictures.” 

Largest building in the camp, 
Hindus said, was the hospital, the 
cleanliness and warmth of which 
he described as "astounding.” The 
medical staff he reported as con- 
sisting of three German and four 
Russian physicians, three of whom 
are women. All operations, Hindus 
quoted the hospital director, a 23- 
year-old girl as saying, are usually 
performed by the German surgeon, 
always in the presence of a Russian 
physician. 

There were no German officers 
in the camp, Hindus wrote, except 


Writing Award 


Any service man or woman "of 
any rank, in any branch of the 
U. S. service, wounded in the line 
of duty in the present World War,” 
is eligible to compete for a special 
5,000 doliar GI Joe literary award, 
E. P. Dutton and Company, pub- 
lishing firm sponsoring the award, 
announced. The contest is now 
open and awards will be given in 
1945, 1946 and 1947. Closing date 
for the first year will be January 








1, 1945. 


for the physicians,-most of the cap- 
tives representing the common 
people of Germany—workers, farm- 
ers, clerks. It was with a group of 
30 of this type prisoner that Hindus 
talked 


According to Hindus, here is how 
some of the Nazi POWs reacted to 
specific questions which he put to 
them: 

"How do you like it here?” ... 
"a ripple of laughter, and one after 
another hastened to declare, some- 
times in florid language and with 
bursts of oratory that they never 
had expected to be so well treated 
by the Russians.” 

SS GETS BLAME 

"Why are you Germans so cruel 
to the Russians?” ... (said one) 
. "It’s all the work of the SS 
troops and the Gestapo” and the 
others echoed in a loud chorus: 
"Yes, yes, SS and Gestapo.” 

"Can Germany still win the war?” 
. . “first there was a burst of 
laughter and then sudden silence. 
Then one man, the 47-year-old 
father of three children, said: "If 
we were free we could win the war.” 

"Against Russia, England and 
America?” I queried .. . after some 
hesitation he said: ’America is too 

werful, but against Russia and 
England we would win.” 

Hindus’ last question was: "Do 
you believe that the Germans should 
help to restore what they have de- 
stroyed in the occupied lands?” 

On the heels of an answering 
chorus of yesses, Hindus wrote, 4 
Russian officer broke in_ with: 
“Then why do you work so badly?” 

The only answer forthcoming at 
that, Hindus said, came after a 
long period of silence and was: 
"Well, before we were captured we 
wandered for a long time in the 
woods without food, so we have not 
yet grown strong enough again.” 


85 Percent Bomb Record 
Set By 310th B-25 Unit 


A MEDIUM BOMBER BASE IN 
CORSICA, Deca 2Q—Since begin- 
ning combat operations from its 
present base here, the 310th B-25 
Mitchell Bombardment Group has 
set the bombing efficiency record 
for all medium groups in the Medi- 
terranean Theater with a _ three 
month average of 85 _ percent, 
Twelfth Air Force headquarters 
announced today. 

In addition to its efficiency rec- 
ord, which refers to the. percentage 
of. bombs carried by the Mitchells 
to the target and actually released 
over the target area, the 310th also 
holds claim to the largest tonnage 
of bombs dropped on enemy soil 
since it joined the B-25 bombard- 
ment headquarters. 

Under the command of Col. Peter 
H. Remington of Cape Vincent, 
N. Y., the 310th has completed 2 
months of overseas service | is 
the oldest continually operating 
medium group in the Mediterran- 








ean area. 
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SMOKEY STOVER, Baten WE ‘COME! 


An ordnance and tank park outfit needed fire fighting equipment to keep things operating well, 
eyed an old model jeep; and all the salvaged GI material one finds around an ordnance and 
tank park outfit. Result: the new model fire engine, all red, and very cute, too, which Sgt. 
Jasper Queen of Monroe, Ga., demonstrates, abeve. 
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15th Fortresses, Libs Pound 
Czech, Austrian, Reich Points 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, 


Czechoslovakia, Austria and the Reich felt the sting of Allied 
air power once more today, when 15th AAF Liberators and 


Fortresses penetrated deep insid 
sixth day running. 


Escorted Liberators, flying through dense cloud formations, 
hit military objectives near Pilsen, Czechoslovakia, by means of 


instruments. While flak was¢ 
moderately heavy, no enemy air- 
craft challenged the formations. 

Other Fortresses and Libera- 
tors used instruments to bomb 
targets in the Regensburg, Ger- 
many area, as well as at Linz, Salz- 
burg and Villach, in Austria. Bomb- 
ing results were not observed. 

With clouds and fog again blank- 
eting most pf northern Italy, Tac- 
tical Air Force activity was down 
to a minimum. 

P-47 "Thunderbombers” concen- 
trated on gun positions and road 
and rail targets in the Spezia- 
Genoa region and supply arteries 
in the Padua-Mestre district. Other 
P-47s cut the Brenner Pass rail line 
in four places south of Trento. 

Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, Commander 
of the Mediterranean Allied Air 
Forces, cabled a message of con- 
gratulations to the 15th AAF as 
preliminary reports of today’s mis- 
sions started coming through. 

General Eaker said in part: 

”"T have watched with eamiretion 
the operation of the 15th AAF in 
great strength and against most 
distant, difficult and important tar- 
gets for six successive days . This 
particularly long perio® of Y sustained 
operations could not have been 
accomplished without an efficient 
erganization ably led and composed 
ef superior crews. My congratula- 
tions to all of you.” 


Sen. Hiram Johnson 
Pleads For Greece 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (ANS) — 
Seventy-eight - year-old Hiram 
Johnson, (R., Calif.), who fought 
Woodrow Wilson’s move to put the 
United States in the League of 
Nations after the last war, hushed 
the chamber with an appeal for 
the Senate to speak out in sympathy 
for Greece. He said Greece had 
been "treated abominably”; that 
“her people are being shot down 
by weapons which we ourselves sent 
to our Allies for their protection.” 

"We are precursors of liberty in 
this war,” the aging senator de- 
clared—often in little more than 
whispers. “We are the ones who 
hold out opportunity to all small 
nations to live lives as they please 
and to choose the form of govern- 
ment they wish. Yet we sit here 
and debate the question whether or 
not small nations shall have the 
right to select their own form of 
government, or whether they must 
under pain of being shot down like 
dogs surrender to superior power.” 


Nelson Returns 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—Donald 
M. Nelson, personal representative 
of President Roosevelt, returned to 
Washington today from his second 


Dec. 20—German targets in 


e German-held territory for the 
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'Made ie legen’ ‘Tes 
On Jap-Bound Bombs 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (ANS) 
—The Japanese are being hit with 
"made in Japan” bombs. Japa- 
nese bombs captured at Tarawa 
have been used by the Air Forces 
attacking the islands in the Mari- 
anas and Marshall groups, Col. 
Williams McCulla, Ordnance of- 
ficer from Lt. Gen. Millard Har- 
mon’s command, reported. 

"Planes of the 7th Air Force 
dropped a few duds on Tinian,” 
McCulla said, so the Japs could 
see they are getting their own 
bombs back.” 





damage previously caused to the 
elevating mechanism of his tank 
gun by hostile artillery fire, de- 
stroyed three enemy tanks, 

According to the citation which 
accompanied a Bronze Star won in 
this action, "He leveled the gun 
with rocks piled under 'the barrel. 
He made minor adjustments in ele- 
vation with the aid of a screwdriver 
placed in thegrecoil guard to give 
leverage. Firing his damaged gun 
in this manner, he knocked out 
three German tanks at the Anzio 
beachhead.” 


HOT ON TRAIL 


After the successful breakout of 
5th Army troops from Anzio, the 
751st Tank Battalion joined in the 
pursuit of the enemy. It made an 
early entry into Rome, and later 
figured in the action which brought 
the 5th Army to the Arno River. 

The unit spearheaded armored 
attacks against Pisa and Viareggio 
after fording the Arno, and in sub- 
sequent action, it has functioned 
as armor and as artillery. Through- 
out the Italian campaign, the or- 
ganization has, at various times, 
supported every American infantry 
division in the 5th Army except one. 

Maj. C. J, Madden of Des Moines, 
Iowa, commands the 75lst. The 
unit was activated at Fort Benning, 
Ga., and began its overseas service 
in England during August, 1942. 
Landing in Africa on January 17, 
1943, the unit was in reserve until 
the attack on Fondouk, Tunisia, 
in March. From then on, it was in 
action until the fall of Bizerte. 

qnanipreccemmmpnans 


Fascists Sentenced 


BELGRADE, Dec. 20—Forty-one 
members of the Croat-Fascist 
UstaShi organization were sentenced 
to death yesterday by a military 
tribunal of the Yugoslav Army of 
National Liberation, according to 
the Free Yugoslav Radio. 

Ten other Persons accused of 
cruelty™to prisoners, collaboration 
with German occupation authorities 
and denunciations of Patriots, were 


| Honored By Britain 


Mnear Versailles, is known to have 








mission to China, the White House 
announced. 


sentenced to forced labor. 


Heroine Of FFI, 17, 


LONDON, Dec. 20—The British 
Air Ministry and the RAF this 
week brought to London the "Baby 
of the FFI,” a 17-year-old French 
schoolgirl with four years of under- 
ground. experience. She was in- 
vited to Great Britain in recognition 
of her anti-Nazi work, which in- 
cluded saving the lives of Allied air- 
men forced down over France dur- 
ing the German occupation. 

Marguerite Demanges, of Virflay, 


one of the finest records for bravery- 
of all the French patriots who 
worked in the resistance movement. 

She began her anti-Nazi work in 
1940. No organized resistance move- 
ment existed at that time, and the 
13-year-old schoolgirl, elaborating 
her own strategy, organized the dis- 
tribution of underground news- 
papers and leaflets dropped by 
Allied planes, listened to BBC 
broadcasts and distributed its infor- 
mation, and collected intelligence | 
about possible German military tar- | 
gets. 

Two days before the liberation 
of Paris, Marguerite was sent out 
to make contact with the American 
Army. She left home at six o’clock 
in the morning, but was arrested 
before she could get anywhere. She 
hid her FFI badge and told the 
Germans that she was collecting 
vegetables. After two hours, the 
Nazis let her go. The next morn- 
ing, she set out again and managed 
to contact General LeClere’s ar- 
mored division and was able to 








Latest Nazi Weegee 
Just Small Size V-2 


CLEVELAND, Dec. 20 (AP)— 
Maj. Gen. Levin Campbell, chief 
of Army Ordnance, disclosed to- 
day that the new secret German 
V weapon used by the Nazis in 
the current western front offen- 
sive is a variant of the V-2 rocket. 

General Campbell described the 
new weapon, which he termed 
”"V-3 or V-4” as wingless and cap- 
able of a speed greater than 
sound, but smaller than V-2. The 
smaller size of the V-3, he said, 
was because it was used at much 
shorter ranges than V-2. 

Some of the new rockets have 
been captured and are under ¢x- 
amination by the Army. 


Paradise Of Athens 








GRANDE BRETAGNE HOTEL, 
Athens, Dec. 20 
fortress of Athens, and you can’t 


without getting shot —-but the 
women are beautiful and all the 
water tastes like whisky. If you 
prefer, you can have gin or wine- 
flavored water. 

Because ELAS guerrillas or some 
stray shells. wrecked the water 
mains supplying downtown Athens, 
the water here is rationed at a rate 
of less than a quart daily for each 
resident of the Grande Bretagne— 
and that means everybody in the 
Greek Government, everybody in 
the British military command, and, 
in fact, everybody. 

Even Washingtonians would 
agree that the Grande Bretagne is 
crowded. Each gets his share of 
water in a whisky, gin, or wine 
bottle borrowed from the bar and 
2 little of the flavor lingers on. 
There have been no complaints so 
far, although one prim lady showed 
up at the water line with her own 
bottle, which looked suspiciously 
like a milk bottle. 

The fiitth of a gallon of water 
must serve for drinking and wash- 
ing, although you can get a cup of 
tea twice daily. 


General Frederick, 37, 
Leader Of 45th Division 


WITH THE 7TH ARMY IN 
|GERMANY, Dec. 20 — Maj. Gen. 
William W. Eagles, commander of 
the 45th Infantry Division, who 
was wounded recently when his 
jeep hit a mine, has been succeeded 
by Maj. Gen. Robert R. Frederick, 
it was announced tonight. 

Both the 45th and its new com- 
mander fought in Italy before com- 
ing to France. The 37-year-old 
general is believed to be the young- 
est major general commanding a 





give the German troop dispositions. 


front-line division, the Associated 
Press reported. 








An American student, Reed Peggram of Boston (left) tells 
some of his experiences to Sgt. Steve David, Jr., of Greenville, 
Miss., near the 5th Army front. Peggram was studying in 
Europe just prior and during the outbreak of war. Later he 
was interned and put in a concentration camp. Italian par- 
tisans learned of his whereabouts, freed him and took him to 
the mountains where he stayed until a short time ago when 
he filtered through German lines. 
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Atmosphere Said 
Partially Cleared 
For Big 3 Parley 


WASHINGTON, Dec, 20 (ANS)— 
The internetional atmosphere ap- 
peared today to have been at least 
partly cleared for the Roosevelt- 
Churchill-Stalin meeting, Henry C. 
Cassidy, former chief of the Asso- 
ciated Press Moscow bureau, said 
yesterday. 

The United States’ declaration on 
Poland in effect encouraging Po- 
land to accept the Curzon Line 
demanded by Ruesia as its eastern 
frontier clarified the most difficult 
diplomatic problem confronting the 
Big Three, Cassidy asserted. All 
concerned now know, Cassidy wrote, 
that the United States will not op- 
pose immediate frontier settlement. 

The United States declaration 
and the British statement which 





preceded it by three days is under- 
stood to have been designed in part 
to avert early recognition by Russia 
of the Lubin Committee as the 
provisional government of Poland. 

Russian recognition of the Lublin 
government while the United States 
and Britain maintained Yelations 
with the Poles in London could 
have opened a wide gap in Allied 
ranks. Diplomats expressed the 
hope that Russia will now delay 
such a step until Stalin meets 
Roosevelt and Churchill again. 

The British, who were informed 
@ day in advance that the State 
Department would make a declara- 
tion on Poland, but were not con- 
sulted on the context, expzessed 
appreciation of the terms. 

Meantime, economic negotiations 
here between the British Minister 
of State Richard K, La’: and Secre- 
tary of State Edward R. Stettinius, 
Jr., are reported progressing satis- 
factorily. 


Four Parafroopers 
In Fake Marriages 


ALLIANCE, Neb., Dec. 20 (ANS) 
—Four Alliance girls who thought 
they married Air Force paratroop- 
ers here last August, have discov- 
ered the nuptials were false. "Per- 
formed” by a soldier impersonating 
an Army Chaplain, County Judge 
Penrose Romig said tcday that the 
“ceremonies” were conducted in the 
Alliance Army Air Base barracks 
which the girls: were persuaded was 
an Army chapel. The paratroopers ~ 
have since gone overseas, they told 
Romig. 

The judge asserted the girls had 
discovered that no marriage certi- 
ficates had been recorded in the 
Box Butte County court here after 
applying for a Government allot- 
ment check. None of the girls had 
heard from the men since they 
left for overseas, the judge said 
they informed him. 

Officers at the air base which has 
been transferred since from the 
Troop Carrier Command to the 3rd 
Air Force, asserted they had no 
knowledge of the case. Romig said 
he was sure the wits "didn't do 
it to get Governmenf®allotments.” 
"Just a case of falling in love with 
a uniform,” he said. 


31st Mustangs Pass 31 
Months Overseas Mark 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
20—The 3ist Mustang Group, boast- 
ing 31 fighter aces with five or 
more victories, completed its 31st 
month overseas today, with its reec- 
ord as the top-scoring P-51i outfit 
in the Mediterranean still very 
much intact. 

Commanded by Lt. Col. William 
A. Daniel of Birmingham, Ala., the 
outfit’s toll of the Luftwaffe is 
more than 500 aircraft in the air, 
326 of them in the past seven 
months. 

Captain John J. Voli of Goshen, 
@Qhio, the theater’s all-time top 
American ace, scored 21 victories 
as a member of the group. Maj. 
Samuel J. Brown of Tulsa, Okla., 
fourth highest ace with 15 and a 
half; and Capt. James L. Brooks 
of Roanoke, Va., sixth with 13, 
were members of the group before 
they returned tc to the U. S. 


Jail For Saboteurs 


CATANIA, Sicily, Dec. 20—Thir- 
teen persons charged with sabotage 
and theft of Allied military prop- 
erty at Syracuse were sentenced 
yesterday by the Allied Military 
Tribunal here to terms in jail rang- 





(APS Photo by Bull) 


ing from nine months to six years. 


























































Page @ 


THE STARS AND STRIPES 


Tt 





hursday, December 21, 1944 


ee 














| Gi SHOPTALK | 


Sixty percent of the Wacs are 
wives, sisters, daughters or mothers 
of men in the services. Half of the 
remaining 40 percent were the only 
members of their family eligible for 
military service. 

——9———— 

Forty civilian employees of the 
War Department have been 
awarded ribbons for faithful and 
meritorious service. The first one 
went to Miss Maude A. Young, 
who has served Generals Peyton 
C. Marsh, John J. Pershing, John 
G. Hines, Charles R. Summerall, 
Douglas MacArthur, Malin Craig 
and George C. Marshall as sec- 
retary during 46 years of service. 

—o——_ 

Seabee recruiting, which was sus- 
penne several months ago, has 

m reopened by the Navy. Appli- 

cants must be between the ages of 
17 and 50. 
























—_—o——_ 
Discharge certificates issued to 
men and women teaving army 
service will, in the future, not 
mention the physical condition 
of the recipient. 
—o—_ 

There are about 4,000,000 un- 
married American women between 
the ages of 20 and 34. The majority 
of husbands for them will come 
from the single men now in military 
service, says the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company. 

—_o——_ 


A convention of furniture man- 
ufacturers has decited that men 
returning from war, having been 
accustomed to sleeping alone, will 
want twin beds. The nice thing 
about twin beds is that they can 
be pushed together. 


eS 





of the most mammoth construction 


perhaps the biggest airport in the 
world. Almost 82,000,000 dollars has 
been spent on it. The main airfield 
has runways so huge that planes 
may take off and land in the same 
directions at the same time. 


——— 


German prisoners of war in the 
United States are allowed certain 
newspapers, magazines and edu- 
cational courses. Throughout the 
nation two newspapers are al- 
lowed in the POW camps: The 
Christian Science Monitor and 
the New York Times. 

——-9-——__ 


The 7,000,000th active account has 
been placed on the books of the 
Office of Dependency Benefits in 
Newark, N. J. It belongs to Mrs. 
Margaret Mary Boyd and her two 

' children, the family of Pvt. John 
W. Boyd, Chicago, Ill. Account No. 
1, authorized in August, 1942, is 
still being paid to Mrs. Lois Blan- 
kenship, wife of S-Sgt. Jasper B. 
Blankenship, Washington, D. C. 


The U. S. Marine air station at/|| 
Cherry Point, N. C., represents one |} 






projects of World War II and is}} i 





(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 

















WITH SOME OBSCURE 
PATAGONIAN TRIBE, BUT 
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A MOTH COULDN'T GET INOR 


BGAD, TWIGGS/ MARTHAS DEADLY J YOU'D BETTER 
SERIOUS ABOUT MY TAKING A 

DRATTED 30B AS NIGHT WATCH- 
MAN AT THE GLUE FACTORY /-~ 
I WOULD FLEE, AND DWELL 












THROUGH THE BLAZING 

HOOP THIS TIME, MAJOR, 
IF YO) DON'T WANT 
Your. HAIR FULL OF 
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FOUND I WASNT 
HERS! 
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(Courtesy Chi. TribeNew York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 






YOU WAS A 
BURGLAR COMIN’ 
IN AT THIS HOUR 
AND I WAS JEST 
INVESTIGATIN'- 
SAY, GIMME A 
QUARTER. WILLYA, 
UNCLE WILLIE? 
































RADIO PROGRAM 











AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
695 K ROME 432 M 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
HIGHLIGHTS 


6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:30—Encore—Mail Call 
11:00—Roman Holiday 
12:30—News 

1:00—Shining Hour 
2:00—BBC News 

3:00—Radio Newsreel 
§:00—Blondie 
6:00—News—Music We Love 
6:30—GI Journal 

7:00—News 
7:15—Correspondents Column 
7:30—Dinah Shore 

9:00—Mary Small Revue 
9:30—They Call Me Joe 
10:00—Comedy Caravan 


GASOLINE ALLEY 


A LL TELL THE COOK. ¥ 
DO YOU DANCE, j 
SERGEANT BLONEY? } 





11:30—Sign Off 


BLONDIE 




















Reg. U. & Pat. Off. 
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THAT'S TOO 
SISSY. BUT 
'M A GOOD 


GIVE ME A 





SITTER-OUTER. 
. YOUVE BEEN DOING 











ALL RIGHT. | KNOW 
YOU'RE TOO MODEST 
TO TELL ME, SO 1 
WON'T ASK WHAT 









IN THE WAR. 




































YOU'RE CLAIRVOYANT. 
BUT SINCE YOU MENTION 
IT, | CHASED THE 
GERMANS OUT OF 


THEM QUT OF SICILY 
AND MADE SALERNO 
FAMOUS. 






















THAT WAS BEFORE 

| GOT MY SECOND 
WIND, AFTER THAT, | 
SURROUNDED CASSINO, 
TOOK ROME AND 
MADE THE BEACH HEAD 


LANDIN' 
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NOW, | KNOW 
WHERE | HEARD 
OF SERCEANT 
BLONEY. GENE! 
EISENHOWER 
TOLD ME 
ABOUT YOU. 




















IN NORMANDY. 
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By CHIC YOUNG 
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iSwHY DIDNT VQ! 
YOU COME OUT 
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‘Spaghetti Bowl’ Set For New Year’s 


het > tent Maen 5th Army, 12th AAF 
Compete In Classic 


Many Ex-College Football Stars, Coaches, 
Listed On Rostegys Of Both Teams 





1944 








HAIL THE 
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SOMEWHERE IN ITALY, Dec. 20—This may sound like a 
gag, but it’s on the up and up—there will be a New Year’s Day 
football classic played here when ex-grid stars now with the 
5th Army and the 12th Air Force come to grips in a stadium 
already dubbed the "Spaghetti Bowl.” 

Announcement of the tilt was made today, and with it 
camé the information that coaches for the two teams have been 
selected and practice already has 
gotten under way. Thus, GIs who 
can’t get excited about Bowl 
games that will be played thou- 








Daly, a fullback at the University 
of Pennsylvania for three years, 
later coached at St. Joseph Prep 
in Philly and was scheduled to be- 
come assistant coach at Holy ross 
when the Army called. 

Head coach of the ground forces 
is Capt. Bush, halfback at Massa- 
chusetts State College from 1931 
thrqugh ’34 and captain of the team 
in ’33. Leading scorer of the New 
ive Section at his 5th Army coun-/|England Conference in ’'32, he was 
terpart, Lt. Col, Ray Novotney, him-|selected on All-Conference teams 
self a veteran of some 20 years ofjand gained All-America honorable 





at a bowl game right in their own 
back yard. 

The idga for the game is said to 
g from a _ challenge 
hurled, by Maj. Ted L. Waxelbaum 
of the 12th Air Force Special Serv- 
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Lined up on Bear Mountain (N. Y.) Inn’s spacious lawn is the mighty Green Bay pro gridiron 
machine, the 1944 National Football League champions. The line, left to right: Ray Wheba, 
Paul Berezney, Charles Goldenberg, Bob Flowers, Bill Kusisto, Buford (Baby) Ray, and the 
great Don Hutson. Backs, left to right: Joe Laws, Larry Craig, Ted Fritsch and Irv Comp. 
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Steve Owen Dumfounded, 
Amazed When Hutson 
Fooled Defenders 


By Army News Service 

NEW YORK, Dec. 20—Curly 
Lambeau, Green Bay Packers’ 
coach, got the last laugh over Stout 
2 Steve Owen Sunday by defeat- 

ing the Giants, the National Foot- 
D ball League’s best defensive team, 

with a play which goes back to 
gridiron antiquity along with the 
statue of liberty. 

Owen, the best defensive coach in 
the game, trusted Lambeau not at 
all and had his Giants work for a 
whole week defending against just 
this maneuver which Lambeau was 
fond of trotting out once or twice 
each year. The Giants had broken 
it up 25 times during the week in 
practice and Owen was dum- 
founded, to say nothing of outraged, 
when Lambeau put it over on him 
in the second period to win the 
game for the world’s professional 
football championship, 14-7. 

A PRIZE PASS 

The winning play was a 16-yard 

pass from I?v Bim § to Ted Fritsch, 
who practically ed the last ten 
yards into the lefthand corner of 
the end zone unmolested while the 
entire Giant team was busy chasing 
the great Don Hutson in the right- 
hand corner. 
We used to.get away with that 
baby regularly five years ago,” Hut- 
son said, "when Larry Mulleneaux 
was playing the opposite end from 
me. I’d go right down the middle 
gathering defenders und suddenly 
bolt off to my right with them 
chasing me. He would be all alone 
ready to take the pass.” 

Which is exactly what occurred 
Sunday to the intense disgust of 
Mr. Owen and 46,000 Giant fans. 
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Basketball Scores 


Bates 64, Sanford 36. 

Bowl’g Green 65, Romulus Air Base 50. 

Bunker Hill Naval 43, Loras 40. 

Camp Shelton 50, Camp Peary 41. 

Capital 61, Muskingum 52. 

Colgate 64, Hobart 41. 

Concordia 27, Wheaton 22. 

Depauw 49, Purdue 48. 
DePaul 66, Chicago Navy Radio 28. 
Drake 63, Carleton 23. 

Hamline 66, River Falls Teachers 29. 

Haverford 55, Johns Hopkins 37. 

Iowa 60, Denver 4. 

Kansas 47, Rockhurst 28. 

Kansas State 65, Rockhurst 35. 

LaSalle 65, Scranton 46. 

Marshall 57, Brooklyn College 41. 

M’head Tchrs 36, Maryville Tchrs 35. 

Missouri 50, Westminster 35. 

North Carolina 51, Mofris Field 29. 

North Dakota State 45, N. Dakota 43. 


Notre Dame 91, Loras 44. 
Ohio State 64, Utah 36. 
Oklahoma 4, Phillips Oilers 42. 
Olathe Naval 43, Parks College 34. 
Southern M’odist 54, Dallas Naval 45. 
St. George 43, Joliet 33. : 
St. John’s 53, Army Field Artillery 45. 
St. Philips 44, DePaul 17. 

: Virginia 55, Richmond Air Base 45. 
Westminster 71, Arkansas 61. 


Antique Gridiron Play Gave Green Bay 













Win, Pro Championship Over Giants 














Serge Koussevitsky? 
Might Be A Wrestler 


BOSTON, Dec. 20 (ANS)—The 
Boston Garden is usually the 
scene of hockey games, boxing 
bouts and wrestling matches but 
last night it housed a war bond 
concert by Dr. Serge Koussevitsky 
and the Boston Symphony orch- 
estra. One taxi driver, who makes 
the Garden a regular stop, step- 
ped on his starter as F. U. Denio, 
chairman of the Massachusetts 
War Finance Committee entered 
his cab after the concert. As he 
pulled from the curb, the driver 
tuaned to Denio and asked: 

"Who won?” 











Hutson drew Howie Livingston, 
Frank Liebel and Mel Hein over in 
the corner with him while Comp 
drew a bead on Fritsch. 

"That was ridiculous,” Owen said 
after the game. 

"We couldn’t get that one past 
those same guys once all last week,” 
coach Réd Smith.moaned, referring 
to the defenders who were sucked 
out by Hutson. 

The Packers, quite jubilant over 
their victory, gave credit to the line. 
Buford (Baby) Ray, huge Vander- 
bilt tackle, told of reading in a New 
York morning newspaper that the 
Packers line was a sieve. 

"We passed that one along among 
ourselves before the game,” Ray 
said, "and you know what hap- 
pened.” 

As expected, Hutson solemnly an- 


Cowboy Edwards Sets 
New Free Throw Mark 


CHICAGO, Dec. 20 (ANS)—The 
National Basketball League season, 
although hardly started, has al- 
ready written one new scoring 
record into the books and there’s 
another co. . 

The new record was set by LeRoy 
(Cowboy) Edwards. In Oshkosh’s 
surp victory over the champion 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Zollners, Edwards 
hit 14 foul shots, topping by two 
the previous mark set in 1940 by 
Benny Stephens of the Akron 
Goodyears. 

The individual scoring record set 
by Chuck Chuckovits in 1942, 406 
points in 22 games, is endangered 
by Mel Riebe of Cleveland who has 
made 73 points in four games, Riebe 
has 26 games remaining in which 
to catch and pass Chuckovits. 

Riebe’s closest competitors are 
Bob McDermott of Fort Wayne and 
Huck of Pittsburgh with 
62 and 61 points respectively. 








Seek Cage Games 


Basketball teams in the Rome 
area wishing to book a strong quin- 
tet may edule the 5lst Troop 
Carrier Wing Glider yy by 
calling 496564 and asking for Flight 
Officer Waltz. The 5l1st’s record to 
date is six wins and two losses. 






















nounced his retirement after the 
game. 

"T have a coaching contract with 
Lambeau and I’m going to do noth- 
ing but coach from now on,” the 
Alabama immortal said. "I'll never 
play another game in New York or 
anywhere else.” 

Hutson has been rumored as ready 
to succeed Lambeau as the Packers 
coach. Lambeau has accumulated 
considerable amounts of cash over 
the years and is reported ly 
sit himself down in a front-office 
job. He wouldn’t say yes or no, but 
said he felt certain that Hutson 
would be back playing end next 
year. 

Mel Hein, the Giants center, 
crossed up the dope and refused to 
retire as he’s been doing almost as 
long at Hutson. 

"Well, I’ve come back every yea 
and I suppose I will again,” Hein 
said when asked about his plans. 
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football. 


dorsement on the game was Brig. 
Gen. Charles T. Myers, 12th Air 
Force Chief of Staff, who starred 
as an end at West Point a few 
years ago. 


Force 
George A. "Sparky” Miller, Capt. 
Edward A. 
Capt. Walter J. Daly. Coaches for 
the. 5th Army 
Capt. Louis J. Bush and Ist Lts. 
Robert J. White, Charles Henke and 
Arthur Lemke. All but Capt. Bush 
will play as well as coach. 


12th’s team, was a center on the 
University of Indiana team from 


Big Ten and several All-America 
teams in his final year. He re- 
turned to the University after grad- 
uation to serve as assistant coach 


from 1927 through ’30, returned to 
become end coach from ’31 to ’33 
and again from ’36 to ’38. Capt. 


mention both years. He is now with 
the 1st Armored Division. 

Lt. Henke, a 91st Divisionite, was 
a guard at Texas A and M from ’38 
through ’40, gaining All-America 
mention in the latter year. Lt. 
White, who scraps with the 85th Di- 
vision, was a halfback at Indiana 
University from 1940 through ’42, 
serving as captain in his final year. 
Lt. Lemke, now with the 5lst Sig- 
nal Battalion, was an end at 
Georgetown University for three 
years through 1941. 

None of the coaches is being loose- 
lipped about his team’s chances, 
though it appears that the 5th Army 
mentors will be looking for great 
things from at least two of their 
men. 


BIG PHILLY TACKLE 


One is Sgt. Cecil Sturgeon, a 91st 
Division MP who formerly used his 
235 pounds to good advantage as a 
tackle for the Philadelphia Eagles 
and North Dakota State College. 
The other is S-Sgt. Dwight Reed, 
a 92nd Divisionite who starred at 
end for the Minnesota Gophers for 
three years through 1942. He stands 
6 feet, 3 inches tall in his stocking 
feet and weighs 220 pounds. 


GEN. MYERS APPROVES 
One of the first to place his en- 


Guiding the destinies of the Air 
"Bridgebusters” are Maj. 
"Dutch” Schultz and 


"Linebusters” are 


Maj. Miller, head coach of the 


35 through '37, making the All- 


”"Bo” McMillan in ’38 and ’39. 
Capt. Schultz, end at Pittsburgh 
























NEW YORK, Dec. 20 (ANS)—The 
National Football League, in its an- 
nual post-playoff meeting yesterday 
ironed out a few kinks in its *sys- 
tem and made ready for the formal 
league get-to-gether Jan. 10. 

The principal action at yester- 
day’s meeting was a change in the 
system whereby low-ranking clubs 
get a better shake than the winning 
teams in the player draft. Here- 
after, only the clubs which failed to 
to win four games will participate 
in the second and fourth round 
draws, where under the old system 
the low five teams in the standings 
had these choices. 


HEADS YOU WIN 


The league also decided that first 
choice in next year’s draft would 
be decided: by the flip of a coin 


Walsh To Stay With Irish 


(ANS)—Adam Walsh, head . foot- 
ball coach of Bowdoin College, said 
today he would go to Notre Dame 
and act as assistant line coach, but 
will return to Bowdoin as soon as 
the war is over. 


granted him last year had been 
continued another year and that 
he would teach in the physical edu- 
cation department at Bowdoin after 
the war. Walsh previously coached 
at Harvard, Yale and Santa Clara. 


Coach Miller has what he terms a 
"well balanced team that is rapidly 
rounding into shape.” Spectators at 
practice sessions had high praise 
for Cpl. Arthur Faircloth, a sheet 
metal worker in a service unit, who 
was a backfield star of North Caro- 
lina State College. The 200-pound 
tailback gained honorable mention 
on the All-Southern Conference and 
All-America teams in "4] and ’42. 

A few other former ‘gridsters on 
hand for the game are Ist Lt. 
Raymond V. Songaylo, a 250-pound 
hunk of man who played tackle and 
guard for four years at Loyola of 
Los Angeles and later had the Army 
terminate his contract with the De- 
troit Lions, and 210-pound S-Sgt. 
Robert M. Geier, an end and back 
at the University of Cincinnati in 
38 and ’39 


Only For War's Duration 


BRUNSWICK, Me., Dec. 20 


Walsh said the leave of absence 






























among the Pittsburgh Steelers-Chi- 
cago Cardinals and the Brookl 
Tigers. The combination of Cardi- 
nals and Steelers, which lost ten 
straight games and finished last in 
the Western Division of the league, 
was automatically dissolved when 
the past season ended. The Tigers 
ran up a simildr streak in the East- 
ern Division. Similarly, Detroit, 
Washington and the Bears, who fin- 
ished even, will flip for sixth choice. 
Bert Bell, president of the Steel- 


report after the war. Dudley played 
one year with the Pittsburgh team 
before entering the Army. 


Lions Sign Bobby Cifers, 
Madarik For Affer War 


DETROIT, Mich., Dec. 20 (ANS) 
—The Detroit Lions of the Na- 
tional Football League announced 
today that they have signed backs 
Bobby Cifers and Elmer Madarik 





dolph Field’s undefeated team of 
the past season. 
former ‘Tennessee 


sity under Gus Dorais, present 
Lions coach, and both will join the 





Lions at the conclusion of their 
military service. 


1944’s OUTSTANDING FOOTBALLER 











Les Horvath, Ohio State back who was named on every 1944 

All-America, admires the John W. Heisman Memorial Trophy, 

which was presented to him by New York’s Downtown Ath- 

letic Club. The trophy has been presented annually since 

1935 to the man who has starred consistently for his team 
on the college gridiron during that past season. 
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Senate Approves 
_ State Nominations 
After Long Debate 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—Ending 
a two weeks’ deadlock, the Senate 
yesterday confirmed the nomina- 
tions of Joseph Grew as Undersec- 
retary of State and Nelson Rocke- 
feller, Will Clayton, Archibald P. 
MacLeish, Brig. Gen. Julius Ho! 
and James C. Dunn as Assistant 
Secretaries. 

The confirmations were speeded 
at the last moment by President 
Roosevelt's insistence that he would 
only renominate all six when the 
new Congress met in January if 
the Senate was prevented by 
lengthy debate from voting on the 
group before the Christmas ad- 
journment. 

Just before the debate in the 
Senate, the President spoke on the 
telephone to Senators Claude Pep- 
per (D., Fla.) and Joseph F. Guffey 
(D., Pa.) who were leading the op- 
position. 

NOTHING TO BE GAINED 


After the talk with the White 
House, Pepper told newsmen there 
obviously was nothing to be gained 
by continuing the fight. 

Approval of the nominees brought 
to an end a controversy that has 
cofisiderably hampered the opera- 
tions of the State Department under 
new Secretary of State Edward R. 
Stettinius, Jr. It began two weeks 
ago when the six names, after 
having been sent to the Senate 
floor following quick approval be- 
fore the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, were refused confirma- 
tion by the Senate as a whole and 
sent back for more formal study. 
In actionepacked hearings that fol- 
lowed, all six were formally ap- 
proved by the committee finally, 
with some fight over MacLeish. 

When the names were again pre- 
sented to the floor of the Senate, 
there were signs that the Senators 
would once more flaunt the Presi- 
dent and hold up their confirma- 
tion. Senator Pepper, before his 
talk with the Chief Executive, urged 
a resolution which would postpone 
action on all nominations until the 
next session, saying that the ap- 
pointments were “out of character 
with the President.” 


PLANNING FILIBUSTER? 

Chairman Tom Connally (D., 
Tex.) of the Foreign Relations 
Committee spoke for quick confir- 
mation, insisting upon a night ses- 
sion if necessary. He said the op- 
position was "obviously planning 
a filibuster.” 

Acting Majority Leader Lister 
Hill (D., Ala.) fixed the opening of 
thegsession today for an hour earlier 
than usual. With the gradually 
diminishing attendance threaten- 
ing lack of a quorum, he wanted an 
early %gte on the nominees. 


Preliminary to voting on the con- 
firmations, the Senate yesterday 
spent hours debating American 
foreign policy, with a bitterness that 
spilled over into bipartisan con- 
demnation of Britain's military in- 
tervention in Greece and criticism 
of Russia’s role in the Balkans, the 
Associated Press said. 

The Senate also confirmed the 
nomination of Laurence Steinhardt 
as American Ambassador to the 
Czech Government in London. He 
was transferred from his ambas- 
sadorial duties in Turkey. 


? ’ 
Pretty Good 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (ANS)— 
The Senate restaurant went native 
American today as Senators, guests 
and press representatives ate Buf- 
falo meat It was broiled somewhat 
like Swiss steak with sauce over it. 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler (D.., 
Mont.) was host, having obtained 
a quarter of buffalo from Bison 
National Park. They said it was 
“pretty good.” 








Chinese Drawing Nearer 
Main Nip Army In South 





CHUNGKING, Dec. 20—Chinese 
troops pressing southwards into 
Kwangsi Province from victories 
in the Kweiyang region of Kwei- 
chow Province where they stemmed 
a Japanese drive toward Kweiyang 
and Chungking two weeks ago were 
drawing near today to the main 
Japanese armies of the south. 

The Chinese High Command an- 
nounced that Generalissimo Chiang 


Red Army Pushing 
Czechoslovak Drive 


(Continued from page 1) 


town in eastern Slovakia, standing 
astride the main railroad linking 
the Germans with their supply 
bases behind Cracow in Poland. 

In a giant squeeze play from the 
south and east, the Red Army is 
trying to force the Germans out of 
two-thirds of Slovakia. The Nazi 
line, which is bolted Kosice and 
Presov, 17 miles the north, 
showed signs of breaking up as the 
Soviets exerted increasing pressure. 

The advance of a Soviet column 
on Lucenec yielded another 1,600 
prisoners yesterday. 

Marshal Rodion Malinovsky’s 
troops consolidated their positions 
north and northwest of Gyongyos 
with the capture of nine Hungarian 
towns and hamlets. Gyongyos is 40 
miles northeast of Budapest. 

For the second successive night 
there was no report on the fighting 
around besieged Budapest. 7 

The German radio today said that 
a new Soviet offensive was impend- 
ing in the Lake Balaton area in 
the western part of Hungary where 
it was said Marshal Fedor Tolbuk- 
hin’s 3rd Ukrainian Army was re- 
grouping for a renewed drive on 
Austria. A German military spokes- 
man re that the Russians 
were fighting with unabated vigor 
north of Budapest and Miskolc and 
were attempting to break deeper 
into Slovakia and to wheel towards 
the Bratislava plain. 

Marshal Tito’s communique an- 
nounced a new advance on Zagreb, 
capital of Croatia, from the south 
and east. 














ROOSEVELT 
(Continued from page 1) 





en 


v 
date for the conference had been 
set. 





Despite the absence of a formal 
document, the President said that 
all the Unjted Nations had signed 
the obligations outlined in the At- 
lantic Charter in a United Nations 
Declaration in Washington. 

Thus ended the minor Washing- 
ton controversy as to the existence 
of this historic document and its 
absence from the National Museum 

The President declared that the 
document known as the Atlantic 
Charter had been scribbled with 
corrections by Mr. Churchill, Sum- 
ner Welles, Sir Alexander Cadogan 
and the President himself. 

The Chief Executive recounted a 
series of mishaps when the Mexican 
and other Ambassadors gathered at 
the White House to sign the Declar- 
ation and found they had neither 
documents, pen or ink. Reuter’s did 
not disclose the whereabouts of the 
“scribbled” document. 

The President concluded his press 
conference with a lesson in journal- 
ism. Confronted with conflicting 
headlines in newspapers on the 
statement by Secretary of State 
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., regarding 
the Polish question, the President 
said he preferred the Washington 
Star to the Washington Times- 
Herald. 

The Star’s headline was: "United 
States Backs Poland,” and the other 
paper said: "United States Supports 





Partition of Poland.” 


Kai-shek’s forces were within six 
miles of the city of Chin Cheng 
Kiang, which is about 80 miles 
nortll of Liuchow, former United 
States air base. The Chinese were 
125 miles southeast of Kwelyang. 
Some of them were bypassing , the 
vital little city of Hochih, 90 miles 
above Liuchow. Others were assail- 
ing that city’s gates, where they 
encountered stiff Japanese resist- 
ance. 


that the Nips struck north toward 
Kweiyang, a drive that took them 
within 60 miles of that city. Had 


have cut the Burma Road deep 
within China and won a base from 
which to launch toward Chung~ 
king. The Chinese stopped them 
when fresh troops were rushed from 
the Chungking region. These.troops, 
hurling the enemy back across the 
Kwangsi border, were now comming 
up against the powerful Japanese 
Army which cut a swath throug 

south China this fall from north 
of Kweilin to near the Indo-China 
border. 

Meanwhile, Yank planes, includ- 
ing Super Forts of the 20th 
Bomber Command, and medium 
bombers of the 14th AAF, were also 
smashing at the Japs in China. 
Four spans of a Yellow River bridge 
were knocked out by the 14th and 
a unit of the Chinese-American 
wing hit the vital Peiping-Hankow 
railway. 

Shanghai was raided yesterday 
by "more than ‘ten” Super Forts, 
the Japanese News Agency said, 
according to Associated Press. Other 
B-29s hit docks and engineering 
works at Nanking. Japanese: air 
opposition against China coast raids 
was reported light. 


British, American Fleet 
Chiefs In Pacific Confer 


PEARL HARBOR, Dec. 20 (AP)— 
Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser, chief of 
the new British Pacific Fleet, con- 
ferred today with Admiral Chester 
Nimitz, five-star Commander of the 
U. S. Pacific Fleet, on plans to ex- 
tend the sea and air blockade of 
Japan. 

The conferences began several 
days ago, but were not disclosed 
until today. Fraser’s fleet alone is 
etpgne enough to challenge the en- 
ti Japanese Fleet, according to 
reports from Melbourne. It’s con- 
sidered possible that his battleships 
and carriers will work in direct 
conjunction with the U. 68. Pacific 
Fleet. 

An Australian warship unit joined 
the U. S. 7th Fleet during General 
MacArthur's invasion of the Philip- 
vines in October, while carrier- 
based planes of the U. S. 3rd Fleet 
blocked off enemy air and naval 
interference between the Philip- 
pines and the Japanese. Another 
U. S. Fleet present in the Pacific 
is the 5th. 
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Bonfbardier Substitutes 
For Wounded Co-Pilot 


I'd rather drop bombs.” 


ClO Offer Rejected 


‘By AFL President i: 


By Army News Service 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20—CIO 
President Philip Murray invited the 
American Federation of Labor last 
night to cooperate in a joint drive 
for labor objectives, but AFL Presi- 
dent William Green rejected the bid 
today as "the same sort of phoney 
functional unity which CIO has of- 
ten prated about in the past.” 

Murray wrote Green asking that 
representatives of the unions meet 
to draft a c tive program 
aimed at wage adjustments, full em- 
ployment after the war, broader so- 
cial security structure and repeal 
of anti-labor statutes. 

"I interpret Mr. Murray’s letter,” 
Green said, as a flat refusal on the 
part of the CIO to accept AF'L’s ap- 
peal for resumption of conferences 
seeking a united labor movement in 
America. The only way to achieve 
that unity is to unite organically: 
This is labor’s greatest need now 
and in the postwar period, yet Mr. 
Murray turns a deaf ear toward it.” 

Murray’s letter was apparently 
aimed to patch up the differences 
between the unions which were ag- 
gravated during the election cam- 
paign. AFL bitterly criticized the 
CIO Political. Action Committee 
both as an organization and for 
what the AFL called its attempt to 
take a major credit for the reelec- 
tion of President Rdosevelt,and the 
defeat of anti-labor congressmen. 

Murray wrote that labor must 
"fight on a legislative as well as 
economic front” lest inter-union 
disputes weaken the campaign for 
favorable laws. ; 

"The 78th Congress aware of this 
disunity was bold in its willingness 
to sponsor anti-labor legislation and 
equally eager to defeat any, measure 
which seemed to grant any measure 
of welfare for the American 
worker,” he said. ‘ 


Suspend Visits 
ROME, Dec. 20—Visits by Allied 
troops to the Royal Palace will be 
temporarily suspended from _ to- 





day unti] Thursday, December 28. 





Polly Now An American 








BURLINGTON, Vt., Dec. 20 
(ANS)—Permission for removal of 
a parrot from a kitchen in Canada 
to a living room in the United 
States—all within the same house— 
was granted yesterday: 

That’s a distinct break for Polly, 
who has been living for 24 years in 
the kitchen without getting a peep 
at the rest of the house because of 
the conscientious owner’s fear of 
violating international quarantine 
regulations affecting the importa- 
tion of parrots. 

United States Public Health Serv- 
ice officers went into a huddle as 
a result of a pressing letter from 





Mrs. Ultic Cordeau in Vermont. She 





had written: “Our home is situated 
on the border, the kitchen in Can- 
ada, the balance of the house in 
the United States. I have a parrot 
which belongs on the Canadian side. 
"She has been a house pet for 
24 years. The kitchen is very small, 
and, therefore, not a suitable place 
for her. Can you give me permission 
to take her to the froht room which 
is in the United States. She is not 
for sale, or to be given away.” 
Polly, 34-year-old non-cussing 
parrot, has been granted permis- 
sion from Washington, D. C., to 
come from his perch the Cana- 
dian Province of Qu to the 
State of Vermont. He will be wel- 
comed by the folk of Derby Line, Vt. 





LI'L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 


By AL CAPP 
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|Strong Nazi Attack 


Confinues To Roll 
On Ist Army Front 


(Continued from page 1) 
Belgian frontier and about 11 miles 
southeast of St. Avelot while Cons. 
dort is five miles inside the Luxem. 
bourg frontier. 

Tanks and infantry of both the 
American and Germaa armies were 
in the bitter fighting anq 

the Luftwaffe, which had been con. 
serving its strength for many weeks, 
maintained an active patrol over its 


gwn lines. A London Times corres. 


.|pondent quoted Lt. Gen. Omar N. 
Bradle 


y, commander of the 12th 
Army Group which includes the ist 
Army, as saying that German losses 
along the sector were three to four 
times as great as those of the Allics. 

An official order to the Wehr- 
macht captured in the battle area 
ted German forces to use 
American equipment, weapons, ve- 
hicles and insignia wherever possi- 
ble, especially the five pointed lip. 
eration star on vehicles. 

Low hanging fog restricted the 
employment of Allied air superior. 
ity and 300 Flying Fortresses were 
called on yesterday to strike at road 
and rail junctions in a line from 
Trier north to Gemuend. Nearly 
1,000 tons of bombs were dropped 
by means of instruments in what 
was Officially described as the first 
mission of its kind in the European 
war. Some of the Forts were forced 
to land in France after they had 
emptied their bomb bays, rather 
than risk the long trip home in bad 
weather. 

A BBC correspondent in Belgium 


that Field Marshal Gerd . 


von Rundstedt, German commander 
in the west, was throwing all! avail- 
able forces in the offensive inas- 
much as he was satisfied with the 
protection given his right flank by 
the flooded Meuse and Roer rivers. 

Meanwhile, an Associated Press 
dispatch from the 7th Army front 
said that Gestapo Chief Heinrich 
Himmler was personally directing 
the Germans in the Colmar-Mul- 
house pocket on the Alsatian Plain. 


Allies Remove Laborers 
Forced To S$ Serve Nazis 


SHAEF, Dec. 20 (AP)—The first 
large-scale evacuation of displaced 
persons from the western front com- 
bat area by railroad will take place 
this week. Men, women and chil- 
dren—mostly Russians—who were 
brought to that area as forced labor 
by the Germans, will be transported 
to the interior of France on the first 
leg of the journey homeward. 

They are being collected by truck 
from numerous farms, where the 
Germans used them for agricultural 
labor, and brought to the railway 
stations. Previous evacuations have 
been on a smaller scale by truck 
the whole distance to the rear. The 
rehabilitation of damaged railways 
has now reached a point where 
— can be assigned for such relicf 
work. 


Berle Denies Story About 
Sforza Refurn To Italy 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (UP)— 
Assistant Secretary of State Adolf 
A. Berle, Jr. denied in a communi- 
cation addressed to the Washingion 
Post today, that anyone had com- 
pelled Count Sforza, prominent 
Italian political figure to wriie 4 
letter pledging that he would sup- 
port the Badoglio regime as a con- 
dition for his being allowed to re- 
turn to Italy. 

Berle said: "The State Depart- 
ment arranged, through me, to <ct 
him back to Italy and no condl- 
tions were imposed. Count Sforza 
came in to thank me for the 4s- 
sistance I had given him and said 
that as long as Badoglio was con- 
sidered useful in defeating the 
Nazis he would-give him all the 
necessary support in that respect. 
He then volunteered to write the 
letter which has now become his- 
toric.” 


Prewar Style 


WASHINGTON, Dec, 20 (ANS)— 
If you can get them, cigarettes and 
chewing gum henceforth will % 
wrapped in prewar style with cello- 
phane and aluminum foil. [he 
War Production Board in mak:ns 
the announcement said that pack- 
aging materials now are pientif = 
even if the contents aren't. 4! 
lifted were restrictions on “on 
cellophane for wrapping cig@!>, 





smoking tobacco and bakery PI0- 
ducts. 
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